
September 
Chimes 

September Happenings 

James River Clean Up 
Saturday, September 9th, 9 a.m.-
1p.m. Join us as we help to keep 
the James River beautiful and 
clean for wildlife and visitors. If 
interested you can sign up on the 
church website 
www.westoverhillsumc.org.  

WHUMC MOPS- 2017 Fall Kickoff  

Are you a mother of a child/children age birth to 5? Are you looking for a 
caring, supportive community right in your own backyard? Are you an 
expecting or brand new mother who is feeling excited, exhausted, sad, 
elated, isolated, joyful, overwhelmed, thankful, anxious, confused, or all 
of the above? If  you  answered  “yes”  to  any  of  these questions, then 
the Westover Hills United Methodist Church (WHUMC) Mothers of 
Preschoolers (MOPS) is the place for you! No matter your age, ethnicity, 
background, lifestyle, or beliefs, we invite EVERY mother of a 
preschooler to join our group! The best way to get started is TO COME! 
Our first meeting of this year takes place on Tuesday, September 19h 
from 10:00- 11:30 a.m.in the Fellowship Hall at WHUMC.  

Adult Choir Rehearsals  
Summer break is nearly over and 
our Adult Choir will begin 
rehearsals.  Join us as we sing 
praise to God and lift our voices 
in song!  Rehearsals resume 
Wednesday, September 7th at 
7:30 p.m.  Now is the time to join 
the choir. We need all voices!  
No experience is necessary!  
Come and meet your friends and 
neighbors.  Contact Matt  
Spangler for more information. 
(804) 232-1769. 
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Church Events 

9/7– Adult Choir Rehearsal  

9/9-James River Clean-Up 

9/10-Comm-Unity Day 

9/11-Church Council Meeting 

9/17-Congregational Care     

Meeting   

9/19-MOPS Meeting 

9/19– Children’s Ministry 

Meeting  

9/24-Acolyte Commissioning  

 Ongoing Events 

AA meets every Tuesday 



Where are 
the Yellow 
Cards? 

You guessed it!  
Another experiment is 

taking place with the 
way we receive 
information in worship 

concerning visitors and 
prayer requests.  Look 
for the blue “Connect” 

cards on the backs of 
the pews.  Try one out!  
And if you see a new 
person in worship, 

encourage them to fill 
one out.   

Bright Beginnings 
Deborah, Gail, James, Margaret and Winona 
volunteered their time to help children pick out new 
school clothes and shoes  to start the school year.  They 
made a difference in our community by helping to 
prepare a child for success in school.  They also shared 
a meal with the student, talked and showed 
interest.  What a fantastic way to share God’s love. 

 

 

These Guys are 
Winners! 

 

The George Wythe football team, led by first-
year coach Jerome Jeter, has enjoyed two pre-
game meals provided by members of Westover 
Hills UMC.  These young men are polite, 
energetic, and ready to play.  We are excited 
about our new partnership with these 
students!  The team is in need of tutors each day 
from 2:45 until 3:45 p.m.  If you can help with 
tutoring or with meals, please contact Pastor 
Donna. 

Proverbs 22:17 

“A merry heart does 

good like medicine” 

Comm-Unity 

Day 

Sunday, Sept 10th 

from 4-6 p.m. 

Join us for : 

Music  

Food  

Games 

And more…. 

Studies to Consider this Fall 

It’s that time again! Say “Good Bye” to summer and 
”hello” to fall.  As we begin to transitions to our fall ac-
tivities please prayerfully consider participating in one of 
the following book studies:  

 Fear of the Other – No Fear in Love, William Willimon 

Tolerate one another. Wait. Isn’t that supposed to be love 
one another? It’s one thing to genuinely love people who 
are more or less the same as we are, but what about those 
who are not only strangers, but people who live com-
pletely different lives? Will Willimon invites you to look 
more closely at the gospel’s command to love—because 
to genuinely love those considered to be "Other" may be 
the hardest thing for people of faith to do. 

God Unbound:  Wisdom from Galatians for the Anxious 
Church 

The letters of the Apostle Paul to the earliest Christian 
communities have an amazing ability to speak into our 
own situation as 21st century disciples.  This study on 
the Book of Galatians will help us to reclaim our voca-
tion as the people of God called into community for the 
purpose of blessing the world.  Topics will include open-
ing ourselves to God, discerning the will of God, and 
adapting and applying our faith to an ever-changing 
world.   

The Book of Revelation, Commentary by Brain Blount 
(Offered only during Sunday school @ 9 am) 

Revelation is a mysterious and intriguing book. It talks 
about a slain lamb, which is also a lion, seven angels 
blowing trumpets and pouring out pestilence on the 
earth, Dragons, Horsemen, Drunken women and gro-
tesque beasts. We are not to be distracted, though, from 
the central theme - that all in heaven and earth will be 
worshipping and singing praises to one who sits on the 
throne and to a lamb that has triumphed over evil.  

Other Ideas, call Matt Spangler (804)232-1769). Please 
go to our website www.westoverhillsumc.org and take a 
quick survey to let us know what days & times work for 
you.  



From the 
Pastors Desk 

Do you remember high school biology class?  Or 
perhaps chemistry?  Though science was not my 
“top” subject, I did enjoy the experiments we were 
able to do in class.  I remember my favorite 
chemistry experiment was when the teacher gave 
each pair of students a different solution to analyze.  
We had to use all of the various skills we had learned 
to figure out what was included in the solution.  
Some things were easy to discern.  The sand in the 
bottom of the beaker was visible and therefore easily 
filtered from the solution.  Other things were harder 
to determine because they had dissolved into the 
solution.  With heat, color spectrometry and other 
methods we painstakingly isolated each element.  Of 
course, the teacher knew the answer.  But it took 
each team of students several class periods to 
conduct all of the experiments, to collect the data, to 
make mistakes and then to try again.  I am happy to 
say that when it was all over, we got it right.   
I am excited to think about the “experiments” we 
will be doing in the coming months.  After many 
conversations with some of our preschool and 
MOPS parents, we are going to experiment with a 
Sunday evening “dinner-church.”  Beginning on 
Sunday, September 17, we will meet at 5:00 to set 
tables and prepare dinner, which will be served at 
5:30.  There will be music and guided conversation 
around the tables.  Children will be included, and 
anyone in the community is welcome.  
On that same day (September 17th) we will also 
experiment with combining our morning worship 
services into one service at 10 a.m.  This is 
something the church had done many years ago in 
the summer. 
While this will be a change in time for everyone, we 
hope that having the whole church family together 
will help us to get to know each other better.  We 
also anticipate that we will have more energy in 
worship.  The combined service will allow us to be 
better stewards of church finances and staff, and will 
allow us to concentrate on providing excellent 
worship and children’s programs at one service 
rather than spreading out our energy and effort.  This 
experiment will initially last five weeks.   

“It may be hard for an egg to turn 

into a bird: it would be a jolly sight 

harder for it to learn to fly while 

remaining an egg. We are like eggs 

at present. And you cannot go on 

indefinitely being just an ordinary, 

decent egg. We must be hatched 

or go bad.”  C. S. Lewis 

 

Finally, we are experimenting with our first ever 
Comm-Unity Day, which will be held on Sunday, 
September 10th from 4-6 p.m.  We will have life-
sized games for all ages to enjoy.  We will eat to-
gether, listen to good music, and get to know oth-
ers from our community.  We have invited two 
African-American groups who meet at our facility 
to join us.  We have also invited the George 
Wythe football team to be with us.  And of course, 
we will openly invite those from our community.   
But not everything is going to change!  The pump-
kins are still coming in early October.  We will 
still commission new acolytes and give our third 
graders new Bibles this fall.  We will still have 
Sunday School for adults and children, as well as 
other opportunities for learning and fellowship 
during the week.   
If any of these experiments don’t work out well, 
we will to back to the drawing board or make 
small changes that will make them better.  Thank 
you for your patience, and for your willingness to 
be a congregation who responds to the needs of 
the community and world with radical flexibility.   
Blessings to all, 
Pastor Donna 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Church Grounds to Receive a 

Facelift! 

In late September, the landscaping on the front face of 
the church will be completely redone.  Thanks to a 
generous donation from a church members, old, 
overgrown shrubs will be removed and new ones put 
in place.  Weeds will be removed, ivy will be 
trimmed, and mulch will be applied.  Our beloved 
roses will remain, but will be moved slightly for better 
positioning with the new shrubs.  We are excited that 
our church entrances will be more appealing and 
inviting!  The work will take approximately three 
days.  We appreciate your patience during the 
“messy” time.   

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Saturday, October 7
th
  

The pumpkins are coming! The pumpkins will arrive at 8 a.m. on October 7th. If you are free, come and enjoy a morning 
of pumpkin slinging!  Refreshments will be served. Please bring your wheelbarrows!  

NOTE:  Assistance is also needed Friday, October 6, beginning 4:30 – 5 p.m., to set up for pumpkin delivery the next 
morning. 

 

Saturday, October 28
th
  

The Fall Festival is just around the corner!  Save the date of October 28th from 3p.m. until 5 p.m.  If you would like to 

help with the Fall Festival be on the lookout in the weekly bulletin for an upcoming planning meeting date.  

Church Office Hours 

In the grand theme of “experiments,” the 
summer church office hours have worked so well 
that we will continue them through the month of 
September.  September office hours will be 
Monday through Thursday, 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 
p.m.  Of course, a staff person is often available 
at other times, and as always, staff are available 
by appointment.   

Acolyte Commissioning 

In September we will be recognizing the acolytes 
who have completed a year or more of service and 
commission new ones.  Acolytes are important lead-
ers in worship.  They light and extinguish the can-
dles, reminding us that the light of Christ is with us 
in worship and goes with us out into the world.  They 
assist with the offering and with communion.  And 
they do any variety of tasks that might be needed by 
other worship leaders.  We are excited to expand the 
group!  If you have a child in 4th or 5th grade, please 
contact Adria Kilbreath, Director of Ministries to 
Children and Youth, to discuss being a part of our 
team of wonderful acolytes. 

New Worship and Sunday 

School Schedule 

The following changes are in effect beginning 
Sunday, September 17th and continuing through 
Sunday, October 15th.  As October 15th ap-
proaches, look for more information on whether 
this new schedule will continue. 
• 9:00 – 10:00 a.m.  Sunday School for adults 

(Fellowship Class) 
• 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.    Worship in sanctuary 

(children’s Sunday school will be held after 
children’s message for children who desire to 
attend) 

• 11:00 – 11:30 a.m. Coffee/social time 
 
• If you would like to assist with coffee time 

once per month, please contact Pastor Donna.  
 


