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Thanksgiving Dinner &  

Operation Christmas Child 
Two great events – together!  We will hold our annual 
Thanksgiving dinner on Friday, November 10th at 6 
p.m.  Turkey will be provided along with beverages and 
rolls.  Those who attend are invited to bring a favorite 
Thanksgiving dish to share.  There is no charge for 
dinner, but reservations are required, either through the 
bulletin or website (where you will find a link to a signup 
genius).  Following dinner, all are invited to stay to pack 
shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child.  Shoeboxes 
cost $15 each. If you would like to sponsor a shoebox, 
please bring your donation to the dinner, or if you can’t 
attend the dinner, feel free to donate through the Sunday 
offering by marking the envelope “shoebox” or writing 
“shoebox” on your check.  Let’s enjoy some great food 
and make a difference to children around the world! 
 

Christmas Cantata Rehearsals  Have 

Begun! 

Join us as we prepare to sing the Good News of Christ 
birth!  Rehearsals will start October 25 at 7:00 pm.  
Please park in the rear parking lot off of King William 
Road and come in the Preschool entrance.  We meet in 
the lower level choir room.  Call Matt Spangler for more 
information! 

November 
Chimes 

 11/5 All Saints Sunday 

 11/7 MOPS Meeting 

 11/10 Thanksgiving Dinner & 

Operation Christmas Child 

 11/12 Children’s Sabbath 

 11/21 MOPS Meeting 

 11/22 Office Closes at 1pm 

 11/23 Office Closed 

 11/24 Office Closed 

Ongoing Events 

 AA Meets Every Tuesday 

 Choir Rehearsal Every 

Wednesday 

Church Events 



“We must always 
give thanks to 
God for you, 
brothers and 
sisters, as is right, 
because your 
faith is growing 
abundantly, and 
the love of every 
one of you for 
one another is 
increasing.”  
2 Thess 1:3 

Fall is finally upon us!  Thought the weather has been 
unseasonably warm and humid, the pumpkins have come and 
gone, fall festival is a memory, and we have all made our 
commitments of service and gifts to the church for the coming 
year (but if you haven’t, it is never too late!)   We have spent the 
months of September and October thinking about the question 
“What if”? and you have been asked to think differently about 
church, and in particular, about this church.  I thank you for your 
prayerful responses! 
 
This fall, Church Council members have been reading Weird 
Church by Paul Nixon and Beth Ann Estock.  When I first read it 
over the summer, it completely threw me for a loop.  The book 
talks about the end of Christendom as the world has known it 
since the time of Constantine in the third century. While this is 
causing some of us no little angst, it is also freeing and wonderful 
to know that the end of Christendom does not mean the end of 
Christianity.  In fact, it means a return to discipleship without the 
chains that have bound us for so long as we re-examine 
traditions and teachings in light of the call we all have to love God 
and love neighbor.   Will all church traditions go away with the 
church that is emerging in the 21st century?  No, I don’t think so.  
Many of our traditions are rich with meaning.  But it does mean 
that new and exciting expressions of being “church” are popping 
up all over the world as people of faith do the long, hard work of 
love in their communities.  What this means for us has yet to be 
discerned, but we are approaching the future with open hearts 

From the Pastor 

In the winter months, we will be talking 
more extensively about where and how 
God might be calling us in ministry in the 
coming decades.  This will be important 
information for us to pray and ponder over, 
as we move toward another phase of 
facility renovation that will be designed to 
facilitate the new things that God is asking 
of us. For now, I simply ask you to 
continue to pray for God’s guidance for our 
church and community.   
 
As we approach Thanksgiving, I am 
reminded once again how grateful I am to 
be a part of this loving congregation.  
Thank you for being disciples who are 
willing to learn and change.  Thank you for 
responding quickly and generously 
whenever a new need or challenge 
presents itself.  Thank you for allowing 
Christ to live in your hearts.  May you and 

and open minds, praying that God will reveal to us the 
particular ministry that we are being called to carry out 
in our community, which may be far different from 
anything we have experienced before.  

those you hold dear share the 
bounty of this season with joy-
filled hearts.   
Grace and Peace, 
Donna 



Fellowship Time 
We hope you have been enjoying our Sunday 
morning fellowship time that occurs after the 
10a.m. worship service. We are so 
appreciative to all of the families who have 
volunteered to provide snacks as well as set 
up, serve and clean-up. If you or your family 
would like to sponsor the Sunday morning 
fellowship time, you can do so by calling the 
church office, or signing up through sign-up 
genius on our website.  
 
Westover Hills Elementary School 

Update 
 

Thank you to Natasha 
Chernault and Kelsey 
Salley for providing 
birthday party supplies 
and Ruth Crawford for 
helping to serve at the 
Westover Hills 
Elementary School 
"October birthdays" 
party. We appreciate 
the continued support 
of our ministry to the 
students at WHES. If 

you'd like more information on how to get 
involved at WHES, please contact church 
member Leah Walder at fixlm@yahoo.com. 

Children’s “Busy Bags” 

Located next to the Children’s bulletins in the 
Narthex you can now find “Busy Bags”. The bags 
are filled with a variety of items to help keep your 
little ones busy and entertained during the worship 
service.  

Team 20/20 
 

Team 20/20 is preparing to interview several local 
architects with church renovation experience in order 
to select the one that we will work with over the next 
several years as we come up with a master plan for 
our facility.  The architect with then guide us through 
a listening phase (winter of 2018) where they will help 
us to discern the ministry needs of the congregation 
and community, and will then translate that into the 
necessary renovations to our building and 
grounds.  We will want everyone to have input, so 
begin looking around with fresh eyes.  What do you 
see that needs to be fixed or upgraded?  What new 
things is God asking us to do with our space?  We 
invite your prayers as we move forward into the won-
derful future God has planned for us! 
Team 20/20 members:  Ray Christopher 
(chairperson), Leah Walder, Walter Etheridge, Bill 
and Lori Hummel, Walter Satterwhite, Pastor Donna.   

Dear Rev. Holder, 
It is with our deepest appreciation that we share with 
you that Westover Hills UMC is being recognized as a 
2017 Pinnacle Living  Samaritan Award congregation. 
This recognition is presented to the ten local Virginia 
Conference United Methodist churches with the high-
est level of giving during the most recent fiscal year to 
the Samaritan Program, the benevolent care mission 
which provides financial assistance to residents who 
through no fault of their own, become unable to meet 
the full cost of services. 
On behalf of the residents of our Pinnacle Living com-
munities, please accept our gratitude for your support 
of the Samaritan Program and the special offering 
appeal from Mother’s day through Father’s Day. We 
are grateful for all you do to inform your congregation 
about our connectional work with older adults. 
With Sincere Thanks, 
Christopher P. Henderson 
President/CEO 

Ladies of the Westover Hills United Method-
ist Church, 
Thank you all for volunteering your time and 
baking the cookies and cakes for the resi-
dents at the hermitage. The young mothers 
and their babies were a big hit with the resi-
dents. I guess it brought back many mem-
oies. Betty and I saw lots of smiles. 
Thanks again!!! 
Mary Deal & Betty McClung 
Volunteer Coordinators 

Thank You! 



At this time of year, we are 
usually handing out lists of items 
needed to fill dozens of 
backpacks for children in need at 
the holidays.  We used to send 
backpacks to a small town in 
West Virginia. More recently, we 
have been giving the backpacks 
to students at Westover Hills 
Elementary School.  This year, 
Charlotte Outland, the 
Communities in Schools staff 
person at WHES, has indicated 
that the students have a lot of 
support at Christmas.  She has 
suggested that we plan to donate 
backpacks later in the winter, so 
we are planning to engage in this 
ministry around Valentine’s Day, 
as our message of love to the 
students.  In place of the holiday 
backpacks, we will be assisting 
students at Lucille Brown Middle 
School with Christmas needs.  
Look for more information in 
upcoming bulletins and weekly 
emails. 

Where Are the 

Backpacks? 

What is Dinner Church? 

For four weeks in September and October, a small group of 
young families gathered in the church social hall on Sunday 
evening for a potluck dinner and conversation.  With this 
“experiment” we hoped to gauge the interest in a new (but old) 
model of church called Dinner Church.  In this model, 
participants gather around a simple meal, share communion, 
hear a scripture reading and a five minute introductory 
message, then discuss questions related to the reading and 
message around the table.   Just as Jesus often gathered with 
all kinds of people around the dinner table, we want to invite all 
kinds of people to share in food and fellowship while growing 
spiritually, with the ultimate goal that together we will find ways 
to better serve our community in the name of Christ.   Our initial 
dinner and conversation experiment was a success.  There 
seems to be a hunger among the people we invited for times of 
community building.   We are in the process of planning more 
dinners, with the goal of having a weekly Sunday evening 
Dinner Church model by early 2018.  Anyone who wants to 
come to Dinner Church is invited to attend.  We envision a 
group that includes all kinds of individuals and families.  And if 
there is anyone out there who would like to be a part of the 
design team for this exciting new form of church, please contact 
Pastor Donna.  Keep an eye on the church bulletin and website 
for future plans for Dinner Church! 
 

Mission to Ghana Continues 
 
Church member Felix Sarfo-Kantanka returned to his home na-
tion of Ghana on Sunday, October 22 and will remain in Ghana 
until sometime in March.  He will primarily be working with the 
day school to which we donated school and first aid supplies last 
summer through Vacation Bible School.  Felix would love to 
know that we are thinking of him and praying for his ministry in 
Ghana.  Mail may be sent to: 
 
Felix Sarfo-Kantanka 
Sports Outreach International – Ghana 
P.O. Box Nu 73 
Nsuta-Ashanti 
Ghana 


