
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 
Chimes 

October Excitement 
WHUMC receives a makeover! 

We hope you enjoy the fresh, new landscaping around much of the 
church.  This was made possible through a generous gift from a church 
member, who gave over and above his tithe to make this happen.  We are 
so grateful!  Enjoy! 

The Pumpkins Are Coming!  

Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 7 at 8 a.m. when nearly 2000 
pumpkins will be delivered to the church for our annual Pumpkin Patch 
sales!  We thank the community for its help last year and ask again this 
year.  If you are free, come and enjoy a morning of pumpkin slinging!  
Refreshments will be served. 

Bring your wheelbarrows!  

Pumpkins will be available for purchase on October 7th from noon– 6 
p.m. 

NOTE:  Assistance is also needed Friday, October 6, beginning 4:30 – 5 
p.m., to set up for pumpkin deliver the next morning. If possible please 
let Anne Rowe or Nicole Timms know if you are able to assist.  

Pumpkin Sellers Needed 

We are in need of volunteers to help sell pumpkins beginning October 
7th. There a variety of shifts and times available for you to choose from.  
If you would like to sign up you can do so on the sign up sheet outside of 
the coffee room or by visiting the church website. This year there will be 
a prize awarded to the top three pumpkin sellers! 

Church Events 

• 10/3 MOPS Meeting                       

• 10/7 Pumpkin Delivery 

• 10/8 Church Brunch                   

• 10/8 Charge Conference  

• 10/10 Treats At Hermitage               

• 10/15 Food Drive Bag 

Assembly 

• 10/17 MOPS Meeting 

• 10/25 Seniors Lunch 

• 10/28 Fall Festival  

• 10/29 3rd Grade Bibles 

 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER | WESTOVER HILLS UMC |  
OCTOBER 2017 

Ongoing Events 

• AA Meets Every Tuesday 

• Choir Rehearsal Every 

Wednesday 



Let’s Eat Together 

On Sunday, October 8, all are invited to attend a brunch 
in the social hall at 11 a.m. after worship (which begins 
at 10 a.m.).  Bring something to share.  Items can be as 
simple as bagels or as involved as a breakfast casserole.  
We will happily keep items warm in the oven or cold in 
the fridge during worship.  As we eat, we will be shar-
ing our thoughts concerning the 10 a.m. worship time 
experiment.  What do we enjoy about being together at 
10 a.m.?  What are the challenges or difficulties of wor-
shipping at 10 a.m.?  There will be comment cards 
available at each table, as well as the opportunity to talk 
in table groups.  We hope everyone will join in this 
time of food and conversation.   

 

Charge Conference 

Our Annual Charge Conference will take place on Oc-
tober 8 from 3-5 p.m. at Ramsey Memorial Church at 
5900 Hull Street Rd.  Charge Conference is where 
many of the business matters of the church are accom-
plished. This year we will be also sharing ideas and sto-
ries with seven of our local United Methodist Churches, 
as they share the same with us.  All are invited to at-
tend.  

 

WHUMC Annual Fall Festival 

Join us on Saturday, October 28th from 3-5 for our an-
nual fall festival! There will be food, free popcorn for 
all and delicious baked goods from our mission team 
bake sale. There are events for kids of all ages to in-
clude balloons from RVA Balloons, face painting, tat-
too booth, costume contest and a variety of games and 
prizes! We can’t wait to see you there! 

 

Stewardship 

“What If” stewardship packets will be available in mid-
October. Commitment Sunday will be October 29th.  

 

3rd Grade Bibles 

Please join us on Sunday, October 29th for the presen-
tation of the 3rd grade bibles.  

Treats at the Hermitage 

On Tuesday, October 10th, we will be visiting the 
Hermitage (1600 Westwood Avenue) with treats for 
the residents and goody bags of cookies for sale to 
residents and staff.  Proceeds of the cookie sale are 
used to fund special projects that benefit the resi-
dents.  Several WHUMC church members currently 
reside at the Hermitage:  Iva Mae (“Grumpy”) 
Purdy, Fred Jewett, Frances Goode, and former 
member Doris Clarke.  If you would like to make 
cookies, or to join us for the fun, contact Pastor 
Donna at the church office or write us a note on the 
Connect card located in each pew of the sanctuary. 

 

Lunch, Anyone? 

On Wednesday, October 25 at noon, all seniors 
(and you know who you are) are invited to a bag 
lunch gathering in the fellowship hall.  We will get 
together for a time of food and fellowship with Pas-
tor Donna, who is not yet a senior, but hopes she 
will be welcomed anyway.  Beverages and a treat 
will be provided.    

Long time church members and 
friends Yula McVay, Bob Johnson & 
Helen Bryce visited together at 
Westminster Canterbury last week. 
Together they have a combined age 
of 285 years!!  



Community Food Drive – Bag assembly 
and delivery – Oct. 15 

We need your help with putting the flyers on the 
550 food bags, bundling them together and 
distributing them throughout the neighborhood. 
We will meet after the 10:00 service.  It shouldn’t 
take too long if we have 15-20 volunteers to tape, 
count, bundle and group.  We can deliver them 
throughout the week. 
The collected food will go to the Belmont Food 
Pantry 

Every day, they met together in the temple and ate in 
their homes. They shared food with gladness and 

simplicity. They praised God and demonstrated God’s 
goodness to everyone. The Lord added daily to the 

community those who were being saved. 

Acts 2:46-47  

Fall Festival Bake Sale  
Get out your pie plates and cookie sheets!  It is 
time for the annual bake sale to support the 
Mission efforts of WHUMC.  The bake sale will 
take place during the Fall Festival on October 
28th.  Baked goods may be dropped off on 
Friday between noon and 6 p.m. Friday, October 
27th.  Proceeds from the sale help us provide 
needed items to Westover Hills Elementary 
School students.  Pies, cakes, cookies, and 
specialty items are accepted. No need to price 
them – we do that for you.  Just bake and 
deliver!  Thank you! 

Hand Chime Choir Resumes 
Great News!  Our Children’s Hand Chime choir 
will resume rehearsal in October.   We will 
rehearse Sunday mornings after the 10 am worship 
service on October 8 & 22, November 5th.  We 
will play for the Children’s Sabbath service on the 
12th so we will have a brief rehearsal on the 12th 
at 9:30 am.    

Let me know if your child(ren) would like to 
participate by calling me (804) 232-1769 or 
emailing me (mcspan@verzion.net).  Look 
forward to Chiming soon!! 

Christmas Cantata Rehearsals Begin 
Soon! 

Join us as we prepare to sing the Good News of 
Christ birth!  Rehearsals will start October 25 at 
7:00 pm.  Please park in the rear parking lot off 
of King William Road and come in the Preschool 
entrance.  We meet in the lower level choir 
room.  Call Matt Spangler for more information! 

Missions News 

Music Ministry News 



From the Pastor’s Desk 
Have you ever noticed that quite often when Jesus is 
challenged with a question, he answers with another 
question?  In fact, Jesus asked far more questions than he 
answered.  This was not because he didn’t know the answer, 
but possibly for other reasons.  For one, Jesus knew that 
transformation rarely comes about from a simply answering 
a person’s question.  Second, Jesus knew that many of the 
questions he was asked weren’t the right questions because 
they often focused on surface issues instead of the deeper 
issues of life and faith.  Third, Jesus understood that no 
human being can understand the great mysteries of God.   

We, too, would do well to resist offering easy answers to 
questions of faith.  For example, to give a definitive answer 
of why God allows pain to a friend who has just lost a loved 
one would not be helpful.  Is there any answer that would 
make them feel better?  Probably not.  And how do we 
know the answer anyway?  The best thing to do is to simply 
say, “I don’t know, but I won’t leave you to walk this 
journey alone.”   

Sometimes we get comfortable in church and forget to ask 
questions that could lead to our own growth or to the growth 
of the community of faith.   One of the big questions we are 
asking ourselves this fall is “What if?”  As we explore the 
stories of Jesus in the gospel of Luke, we are asking “what 
if?”  What if we lived out the gospel as Jesus did?  What if 
we became good angels (Literally, ev-angel-ists) in our 
neighborhoods?  What are the things that keep people from 
being a part of a community of faith and what if we changed 
those things about our church that are barriers to 
participation?  We will continue to ask this question during 
our annual stewardship ministry as we try to discern how 
God is calling us to be in ministry with our community and 
world in the coming years.  Team 20/20 is also asking this 
question as we prepare for the next phase of renovation of 
our facility in order to meet the emerging needs of our 
community and congregation.   

“What if?”     As you look around the church facility, as you 
experience the ministries of the church, as you interact with 
friends, neighbors and businesses in the community, ask 
yourself this simple question.  At the end of October, I will 
invite each person or family to submit a list of “what if’s,” 
along with commitments for service and an estimate of 
giving for the coming year.  What if we all gave just a little 
more time and a little bit more of our resources?  I wonder 
what God could do with that! 

Blessings, 

Donna 

 

“ From there you will seek the Lord your God, and you will 
find him if you search after him with all your heart and 
soul.”  Deuteronomy 4:29 



Westover Hills Preschool 
By the time you read this, our Westover Hills Preschool will be well underway with its third year of operation!  We are 
virtually at capacity with 62 enrolled students spread out over 6 classes serving children ages 18 months to 5 years.  As 
we’ve noted in the past, the vast majority of our preschool families come from the Westover Hills, Forest Hills, Forest 
View, and Woodland Heights neighborhoods.  Our goal of being a “neighborhood preschool” is being realized in just 
this short amount of time. We employ 9 wonderful preschool teachers who, I really do believe, are the best at what 
they do.  We are proud to be a ministry of this church and of the reputation that we are building with each passing 
month.  

Throughout this school year, we hope to build even more opportunities for folks at WHUMC and those here at WHP to 
overlap in common purpose through events and invitations.  Pastor Donna and Adria Kilbreath are both committed to 
being “Guest Readers” in our preschool classrooms on a regular basis.  Our preschoolers will be making an entry and 
participating in the church’s Chili Cook-off event this winter.  This year, preschool families will have even more 
encouragement and access to participating in WHUMC-sponsored events such as “Rise Against Hunger” (formerly 
known as Stop Hunger Now), Operation Christmas Child, and the “Souper Bowl” canned soup drive.  The Fall 
Festival and annual Easter Egg Hunt are always well-attended by preschool families and as we’ve grown, so has that 
representation.  As we begin just our 3rd year as a preschool, it is so exciting to anticipate all of the various ways we 
can continue to grow together! 

               

 

          
 

 

 



Announcements 

 

Team 20/20 

Team 20/20 has been working hard and making great 
progress!  Several team members have visited two lo-
cal churches, Westminster Presbyterian and Three 
Chopt Presbyterian, who have just completed major 
renovations.  We wanted to hear about their experienc-
es and see what they have done to get ideas and inspi-
ration for our own next phase of renovation.  Team 
members have also toured our current facility with 
three local architects who specialize in churches.  We 
shared the history of our congregation, gave them our 
initial ideas, and listened as they shared about their 
expertise and experience with similar renovations.   
We are currently coming up with a list of questions 
that we will invite each architect to answer during a 
one-hour presentation at the end of October.  After the 
presentations, we will evaluate the architects to see if 
one of them might be the one with whom we can work 
effectively to design a master plan that will likely be 
carried out in multiple phases over the coming years.  
We have also been asking the question “What if?” and 
invite you to begin thinking how you might answer 
that question.  As you walk through our facility and as 
you interact with church and community members, 
what things do we need to address in our facility to 
better serve in the way that God is calling us to serve?  
Though we do not yet have an exact timeline, we an-
ticipate that once we select an architect we will be 
having months of conversations in  congregational 
“town meetings” and ministry area team meetings to 
listen to the hopes and dreams we all have the future 
of this church.  Stay tuned for more exciting updates in 
the coming months!  Team 20/20 members are:  Ray 
Christopher (chair), Leah Walder, Walter Etheridge, 
Lori Hummel, Bill Hummel, Donna Holder and    
Walter Satterwhite.  

Westover Hills Elementary School 

One of the many ministries we offer to Westover Hills 
Elementary School is to provide birthday parties for 
the students.  We have been asked to provide the par-
ties every other month this year.  If you are willing to 
provide cupcakes or juice boxes, or can help to set up 
and serve the goodies early on a Friday afternoon eve-
ry other month, please contact the church office or 
email Leah Walder, our new WHES Ministry Coordi-
nator at fixlm@yahoo.com.   

Children’s Sunday School Teachers Needed! 

It takes a BIG  heart to shape a little mind.  Can you 
spare one hour 1-2 times a month to teach or co- teach 
Sunday School during the 11 o’clock worship hour?  
The children of our church need YOU to help shape 
them!  Contact Adria @ WHUMCyouthminis-
try@gmail.com  to discuss how you can help grow the 
children of Westover Hills UMC! 

 

Acolyte Recognition 

On September 24th we recognized 

four acolytes for their previous year 

of service and welcomed one new 

acolyte! 



“For as the rain and the snow come down from 
heaven and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the 

sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that 
goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me 

empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.”  

Isaiah 55:10-11 

Upcoming Events 

Operation Christmas Child Packaging Event & Pizza Party 

Calling all children!  Please join us on Friday, November 10th from 6 p.m.-8p.m. in the church social hall for 
our group shoebox packaging event for Operation Christmas Child!! Our goal this year is to pack 25 
shoeboxes for Boys and Girls between the ages of 5 and 9 years old.  Our shoeboxes will then be sent to 
children overseas for Christmas. The shoebox as well as all of the supplies will be provided for you. Once your 
box is packed, there will be an opportunity to create a handmade card or picture for the box you have filled.  

If you would like to attend please sign up on the church website. 

A pizza dinner will also be served during the event.  

The suggested donation for this event is $15.00 per box to help cover the cost of shipping and supplies.  

 

Children’s Sabbath 

During our 11 a.m. worship service, Sunday, November 12, 2017, we will celebrate Children's Sabbath.  
Please join us to support our children as they lead us in worship on this special day designed to highlight the 
needs of children at home and around the world.    



 
Find Us Online ! 

Westoverhillsumc.org 

 

facebook.com/WestoverHillsUMC/ 

 

pinterest.com/westoverhillsum/ 

 

instagram.com/westoverhillsumc/ 


