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Rise Against Hunger 
Formerly Stop Hunger Now 

The Community Engagement 

(formerly mission) team is 

planning this great event for 

another year. Please mark your 

calendar for Saturday, January 

27, 2018 from 10:00am to 12pm 

at Westover Hills Elementary 

School. There are several jobs 

from which to choose once you 

arrive at the school.  We need 

counters, dippers, packers, 

sealers, baggers, runners, and 

supply replenishers!  There is a 

job for everyone, both young and 

experienced!! 

Our assembly process  

combines rice, soy, dehydrated 

vegetables and a packet 

containing 23 essential vitamins 

and minerals into small meal 

packages. The meals are 

shipped throughout the world to 

support school feeding 

programs, orphanages, and 

crisis relief.  The food is stored  

easily, transported quickly, and 

has a shelf-life of two years. We 

also need helpers at the school 

for set-up from 8:45 am to 10:00 

am and clean-up from 12:00 pm 

-1:00 pm.  There will be a sign-

up list on the Mission bulletin 

board  & website for set-up and 

clean-up. Our goal this year is to 

make 20,000 meals! We can do 

this with your support. So tell 

your neighbors, friends and 

family. It is a great way for the 

high school students in the 

house to get some community 

service hours if they need it for 

graduation. It is an awesome 

community event and we are 

excited to be hosting it at 

Westover Hills Elementary 

School for the second year in a 

row. 

Your regular offering to WHUMC 

provides $5825.00 needed to 

package the meals.  

Church Events 

• Jan. 1st –Office Closed 

• Jan. 2nd– MOPS Meeting 

• Jan. 7th – District Training 

• Jan. 7th  – Dinner Church  

• Jan. 8th– SPRC Meeting 

• Jan. 14th – Dinner Church  

• Jan. 16th – MOPS Meeting 

• Jan. 19th – Chili Cook-Off 

• Jan. 21st  – Dinner Church  

• Jan. 27th – Rise Against 
Hunger 

• Jan. 28th – Dinner Church  

Ongoing Events 

• AA Meets Every Tuesday 

• Choir Rehearsal Every 
Wednesday 



Dinner Church 
(A part of the Simple Church network) 
-What is Dinner 
Church?  It is a meal 
with friends.  It is 
worship and praise.  It is 
a place to grow in our 
understanding of who 
we are as God’s people.  
It is a place to join with 
others in service to our 
community. 

-Who is Invited?  
Anyone.  Young, old, 
dark skin or light, 
singles of any age, 
families of any size. 
Children are welcome 
and encouraged.   

If traditional church is 
not your thing, or if you 
can’t be present for 
Sunday morning 
worship, this may be for 
you! 

-When and Where?  
Every Sunday 
beginning January 7th, 
from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
(arrive between 5:15 
and 5:30) in the social 
hall of WHUMC.  Come 
casual.  

What Can I Bring?  
Soup and bread are 
always provided.   

there is food! 

Want to know more?  
Speak to Pastor Donna, 
or visit the church 
website.  Try it, you 
might like it! 

Everyone else is asked 
to bring a food item to 
share.  Want to bring a 
salad?  Great!  A 
casserole?  Awesome.  
Cheese and crackers?  
That sounds good too.  
No need to sign up.  We 
eat what we bring to 
share. 

-How is this different 
than “regular” or 
“traditional” church?  
Some elements are the 
same – music (though it 
may be simple), a 
reading from scripture.  
But the message (or 
sermon) takes place as 
a discussion around 
tables.  There is always 
communion, done with 
informal liturgy.  And 

Church Council  
 2018 
The following lay persons have been elected at 
Charge Conference to lead the various ministry 
teams of WHUMC.  Thank you to all of these, and 
their team members, who give so much time, energy 
and talent to the ministries of the church!   

Church Council Chair              Carter Younger 
Church Council Secretary                 Fred Gouldin 
Lay Leader          Anne Rowe 
Annual Conference Delegate      James Mays 
Treasurer             Ray Christopher 
Community Engagement           Autumn Harbour 
Worship       Jamey Bailey 
Children’s Ministry                       open at this time 
Congregational Care          Gail Cunningham  
Chair, Staff/Parish Relations Committee  
                                                          Michael Walder  
Chair, Finance Team       James Mays 
Chair, Board ofTrustees  Michael Timms 
Chair, Endowment Team         Miller Cole 

Chili Cook-Off 
Friday, January 19th at 6p.m. the congrega-

tional care team is holding a chili cook-off!  We 

will have a variety of chili and sides available! 

If you would like to attend dinner please indi-

cate so by calling the church office or emailing 

your response to westover-

hillsumc@verizon.net.  

Seniors Lunch 
On Tuesday, January 9th at noon, all seniors are invited to a bag lunch gathering in the fellowship hall.  

We will get together for a time of food and fellowship with Pastor Donna, who is not yet a senior, but 

hopes she will be welcomed anyway.  Beverages will be provided.    



Pastor’s Pen 

Advent 2017 is a memory.  Christmas may not be over yet (technically speaking, Christmas is a twelve day period that 
BEGINS on Christmas Day), but many of us box up our decorations and put away our gifts before the new year begins in 
order to get back to “normal,” whatever that is.  But things are not normal.  Once Jesus was born, nothing was or is the 
same again.  God has come to dwell among us, first as an infant, then as a child, and finally as a man who would turn the 
tables on what is considered acceptable and “normal.”  Because of Jesus, we understand the weak ones of this world as 
those in whom Christ dwells.  Because of Jesus, women and children, widows and orphans, people of little means and 
people of privilege, the weak and the sick – all are equals as citizens of God’s benevolent reign over the cosmos.  This is 
something to celebrate not just on Christmas day, but all year long, as we, like Mary, live out our vocation as Christ 
bearers in this world.   

One often overlooked holy-day in the Christian calendar is Epiphany.  We all know what it is to have an epiphany in our 
own life, when we discover something for the first time, or have a “Eureka!” moment.  When we have an epiphany, it is as 
if something for which we have been searching blindly reveals itself as plain as day.  The Christian celebration of 
Epiphany takes place on January 6, and is actually an even more ancient celebration among Christians than Christmas!  
Literally the “Manifestation,” it has come to mean that time when we remember the wise men, a group of astrologers from 
foreign lands who followed the signs in the heavens to find the baby king, Jesus.  This was the first manifestation of 
Jesus to the gentiles.  As wonderful as that sounds, it also signaled a significant change for God-followers.  Gentiles were 
to be included in God’s plan of salvation.  Of course, this brought conflict and many challenges in both religious and 
political circles in the first century that continue in many ways even today.  God is still working on us to bring all of 
humanity to full unity in Christ.  And God has chosen the church as the instrument of healing and reconciliation that will 
reveal over and over again Christ to the world.   

Epiphany occurs just as one year has ended and another is beginning.  This year, I am feeling anxiously excited, as if we 
are poised on the brink of a new manifestation or epiphany of who God is calling us to be for our community and world.  
Though God’s will has yet to be fully revealed to us, I am confident that if we persevere in prayer, if we listen well to God, 
our community and each other, we will discover, step by faithful step, where we are to go.  You will read more about that 
in the Team 20/20 update on the following page.  Thank you for continuing on this exciting journey! 

Blessings, 

Donna 

Thank You! 

Thank you to all the choirs and instru-

mentalists who shared their talents 

with the congregation during this 

Christmas season.  

Music gives a soul to the universe, 
wings to the mind, flight to the imagi-
nation and life to everything. 

-Plato 

  



Thank You 
To the members of the Westover Hills 
United Methodist Church, 

  Thank you from the bottom of our hearts 
for your generosity and giving to four 
families at Lucille Brown this Christmas! 
We are so blessed and we know our 
students and families will have a 
wonderful Christmas because of you! 
Thank You! 

We hope you have a blessed Christmas 
and New Year! Thank you for your 
support! 

Tracy Wellman (Bo Dale’s granddaughter) 
and the Lucille Brown Middle School 
Family.  

 

 

Team 20/20 Update 
We have chosen an architect!  Huff Morris Architects was unanimously chosen by Team 20/20 and approved by 
Church Council to lead us through a period of listening and discovery this winter as we make plans for a second phase 
of renovation to our facility.  Just as the first phase of renovation made possible the ministry of Westover Hills 
Preschool, so too will this phase enable new and enhanced ministry to our community.  We just don’t know exactly 
what that will be yet!  This is where you come in.   
For five Sundays beginning January 14, we will be engaged in a worship series called “Who is Our Neighbor,” based 
on Jesus’ conversation with the teacher of the law in Luke 10:25-37.  Each Sunday we will hear from a neighbor who 
will engage in a conversation with Pastor Donna about how God is working through them to being healing and hope to 
our community.  Many of our guests will be current ministry partners, such as Dominic Barrett of Shalom Farms, and 
representatives of Westover Hills Elementary, George Wythe and Lucille Brown schools.  We will also include some 
with whom we have not previously been engaged, such as Rev. Katie Gooch, director of the Pace Center at VCU, and 
community resident Megan Lowe, whose passion is helping survivors of sex trafficking.  On or around February 11, 
each member and constituent of WHUMC will have the opportunity to complete a survey where we hope you will 
record your discernment around where God is calling us to be in ministry in the years to come.  We will then ask you 
to share what renovations, additions or changes you envision would need to happen in our facility in order to make this 
happen.  We will be asking for input not only from our members and regular worship attenders, but will also be 
reaching out to community members, preschool and MOPS parents, and others to ask similar questions of them.  At 
the same time, the architect will be having meetings with all of our ministry teams in order to listen to their needs and 
vision for ministry. All of this information will be compiled by Jim Byerly, President of Huff Morris Architect and his 
associate and Vice President, Kevin Layell and put into a plan that will include approximate costs associated with 
different aspects of the renovation.  Team 20/20, Church Council and then the entire church membership will be 
invited to see the results, and to offer further input.  We anticipate that all of this will be accomplished before the 
summer. 
We have one more thing to ask you.  Would you join us in prayer during the five weeks of the “Who is Our Neighbor” 
series?  We ask you to pray daily for our church and community.  We ask you to observe the community in new ways.  
Read the paper. Listen to the news.  Talk to neighbors about their challenges and their dreams.  Listen to God.  
Actively participate in worship.  Listen to each other.  Then we will be able to provide the best feedback to the architect 
that will represent not just our own personal desires, but God’s desires for us.   
Thank you for your support during this exciting time!  If you have any questions at all, please contact Team 20/20 
Chairperson Ray Christopher or team members Leah Walder, Walter Etheridge, Bill and Lori Hummel, Walter 
Satterwhite, or Pastor Donna.   


