
February 
Chimes 

It’s time to support our community by filling backpacks for the 
students of WHES.  This year, we will give them near Valentine’s 
day.  Beginning Sunday, January 28th, heart-shaped tags, labeled 
by number and indicating gender and size, as well as a sign-up 
sheet will be in the Narthex/gathering area.  Please take a tag, 
write your name on the sign-up sheet, then purchase a backpack 
and items from the list of suggestions below.  All filled 
backpacks, along with the corresponding tag, should be returned 
to the church by Sunday, February 11th. 
Suggested items for the backpacks*: 

Backpacks for WHES 

Clothing: sweatpants, sweatshirt 
or hooded zip-up, underwear 

School Supplies: pencils, 
crayons, glue sticks, spiral 
notebooks, speckled composition 
books, books to read for fun. 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
It takes a TEAM to win a game!  Game day is February 4, 2018. 

Please join your teammates and collect cans of soup to provide hunger 
relief to those in our community. 

This year we are challenging the members of our congregation to be 
"Souperheroes" by collecting cans of soup, bags of white & sweet 
potatoes, bags of carrots and fresh celery for the Belmont food pantry.  In 
recognition of Super Bowl LII (52), we have set a goal of 252 cans / food 
items to be collected on Super Bowl Sunday. 

 

Health Items: toothbrush, 
toothpaste, soap, deodorant, 
comb. 

*Please remove all price tags. 
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Church Events 

• Feb 3 –Children’s Ministry 
prepares fellowship meal.  

• Feb 4—Souper Bowl of 
Caring 

• Feb 5 – Church Council 

• Feb 6 – MOPS Meeting 

• Feb 13-  Seniors Lunch 

• Feb 14— Ash Wednesday 

• Feb 19—Trustees Meeting 

• Feb 20 – MOPS Meeting 

• Feb 25—GRCC to Sing in 
worship 

Ongoing 

AA Meets every Tuesday @ 7pm 

Choir Practice every Wednesday 

@ 7:30 pm 

Thank you in advance for your generosity and for making a child 
smile and feel more prepared to be successful. 



Children’s Ministry is 
Hosting Coffee Hour 
on Feb 4th 

Children & parents are invited to join us on Saturday, 

February 3rd at 10am to cook and prepare food for 

the February 4th church coffee hour. 

When: Saturday, February 3rd @ 10am 

What:  Join us to mix, cook or cut up fruit!.  Each 
family is asked to bring supplies and ingredients for 
one dish to share for the coffee hour. Feel free to bring 
any dish you like.   Your family could bring a muffin 
mix and the ingredients / pans needed or something 
simple like fruit to share.  We will gather in the 
fellowship hall to mix, bake, cut up fruit etc.   We will 
use the kitchen oven to bake any items.  All food then 
can be stored in the kitchen for Sunday Morning.   

Team 20/20 Update 

On Monday, January 
15th, Team 20/20 met to 
discuss current events and 
what happens next 
regarding the planning of 
our renovations.  As you 
know, we have signed a 
contract with the 
architectural firm Huff 
Morris and are working 
directly with Jim Byerly. 
Mr. Byerly and members 
of Team 20/20 have 
compiled a list of 
questions concerning 
your opinions and what 
your vision is for 
WHUMC and it’s role in 
our community.  We will 
have these surveys for 
you by February 11th and 
would appreciate the 
completed forms back by 
February 28th.  There will 
be a separate survey 
submitted to our ministry 
teams for their input 
related to their specific 
ministries. 

In the next few weeks 
members of Team 20/20 
will meet with and 
interview three different 
General Contractors.     

Once the surveys are 
reviewed, a plan will be 
completed based on 
everyone’s feedback and 
Mr. Byerly will present it 
to Team 20/20, the 
ministry teams and the 
congregation along with 
approximate costs 
associated with the 
different aspects of the 
renovations. 

In the meantime, we ask 
that you continue praying 
for our church, our teams 
and to reach out to your 
neighbors.  Ask them 
about their role in our 
community and what 
they may think our 
church’s place or role 
can be in the community.  

Senior’s Lunch Feb 13th 

 
 

Tuesday, February 13th at noon, all seniors are invited 
to a bag lunch gathering in the fellowship hall.  We will 
get together for a time of food and fellowship with 
Pastor Donna. Beverages will be provided.    

Matthew 19:14 

 Jesus said, ‘Let the little children 
come to me, and do not stop them; for 
it is to such as these that the kingdom 

of heaven belongs.’  

Ash Wednesday Observance 

On Wednesday, February 14th, we will observe Ash 
Wednesday in two ways.  First, if you would simply 
like to receive the imposition of ashes, Pastor Donna 
will be in the chapel for that purpose from noon until 
12:30 p.m.  From 7:00 – 7:30 p.m., we will hold an 
Ash Wednesday with the imposition of ashes, also in 
the chapel.  We invite you to attend as we begin the 
observance of a Holy Lent. 



Pastor’s Pen 
“The great use of life is to spend it for something 
that will outlast it.”    William James 

Do you know what it is that you are called to do with 

your life?  In other words, do you know where your 

gifts and passion meet the needs of the world?  I 

recently read a wonderful book, Following the Path: 

The Search for a Life of Passion, Purpose and Joy, by 

Joan Chichester which led me to consider that 

question in a positive and hopeful way.   If this is a 

question you are asking in your life (no matter what 

age or stage), I recommend this book!  A calling is 

not always a “one and done” proposition.  In different 

stages of life, our purpose may change.   We may 

continually discover gifts we did not know we had (or 

perhaps it is that God equips us differently as the 

needs around us change?).  One thing, though, 

remains certain.  God has breathed God’s Spirit into 

each of us, the Spirit of Love.  The closer we draw to 

God, and the more we recognize our beloved-ness, 

the more we will be able to move in step with the 

Spirit to find our calling.   

The same is true for communities of faith.  Not all 

churches are gifted in the same way.  One church 

may have the resources and gifts within it to tackle 

the problem of homelessness in a community.  

Another might have an outstanding program for 

youth or young adults.  A church’s call has something 

to do its resources -  the gifts of those who are a part 

of it, the location, the facility, and the finances.  The 

other side of the equation is the community in which 

the church is located.  What are the unique needs or 

gifts present in the community?  Where is God at 

work around us, and how can we be a part of that?   

This year during the season of Lent, as we trace 

Jesus’ journey of ministry that leads him to Jerusalem 

to the cross and tomb, we will consider what it means 

to live into God’s purpose as Jesus did.  To spend our 

life for something that will outlast us will most 

certainly require sacrifice.  But it also brings great 

joy, for if God is in it, then life and love  will always 

have the victory.  I look forward to traveling the 

journey of Lent and tof discovering the calling God 

has upon our church in the weeks to come!   

Blessings, 

Donna 

Now when John heard in prison about 

the things the Christ was doing, he sent 

word by his disciples to Jesus, ask-

ing, “Are you the one who is to come, or 

should we look for another?” 

Jesus responded, “Go, report to John 

what you hear and see.  Those who were 

blind are able to see. Those who were 

crippled are walking. People with skin 

diseases are cleansed. Those who were 

deaf now hear. Those who were dead are 

raised up. The poor have good news pro-

claimed to them.”   

Matthew 11:2-5  Common English 

Translation 



Adult Lenten Study 

 
On Tuesday evenings from 7-8 p.m. we will gather at 
the church to dive into the gospel of Mark.  Mark is the 
shortest of the gospels, and a great place to start for 
those who have never participated in a Bible study.  But 
even if you are an “old hat” at reading the Bible, 
discovering it with a group brings depth and new 
insights.  All ages and stages of life and faith are 
welcome!  There are no materials required except for a 
Bible.  This class will be co-taught by Pastor Donna and 
Matt Spangler.  We will hold an introductory group 
meeting on Tuesday, February 6th, with regular group 
sessions beginning on February 13 and continuing 
through March 27.  Sign up through the church website, 
or on the sign-up sheet at the Welcome Center.  

Greater Richmond Children’s Choir 
 

Join us Sunday, February 25th for our special musical 
guests, the Greater Richmond Children’s  Choir. Each 
year GRCC holds their annual summer camp at 
WHUMC. To show their appreciation, they are 
sharing their musical gifts with us during worship.  

Westover Hills Preschool Update 

Hello friends!  It’s almost impossible to believe that we are already well into the second half of this school year.  
We’ve made it through a few snow days and are hoping for clear weather from here on out.  I enjoyed seeing several of 
you at the WHUMC Chili Cook-off on January 19th and was especially proud to share not one, but two types of chili 
that our preschool made to share.  Our “Open Registration” to the neighborhood and community at-large has begun 
and we are already filling up at a steady pace.  If you know of anyone who has a child who will be between the ages of 
18 months and 5 years by next September, feel free to pass on our preschool contact information (Michele Zipperer, 
(804) 232-7400, mazipp@verizon.net).   

As we continue in our 4th year together, I want to acknowledge my long-time WHP Advisory Board members; Craig 
Harris, Dave Inman, Lindsey Leeth, and Andrea Ramsey.  We are also so fortunate to welcome Anne Rowe as the 
newest member of our board.  Thank you each for your ongoing support and encouragement of our Westover Hills 
Preschool program!   

As we move into spring and warmer months, we have a variety of special events planned.  On March 22, 23, and 24, 
the preschool will host a fundraiser we are calling our “Spring Donation Sale”.  We will fill the WHUMC Fellowship 
Hall with new and gently used children’s clothing and accessories and offer them for sale over the course of three 
days; first to our volunteers, then to the preschool and church members, and lastly to the surrounding neighborhood 
and community.  If you have donations of any children’s items, we would love to accept them and we invite all of you 
with children, grandchildren, young nieces and nephews to join us for this exciting preschool fundraiser.  Saturday, 
March 24th will also be the WHUMC Annual Easter Egg Hunt, so we’d love to see you there for that as well!   

In the coming weeks, we also anticipate taking several “walking field trips”; heading off on foot from the preschool to 
the Westover Hills Library for story time and to our local Fire Station #20 for a tour.  We are so blessed to be right in 
“the center of the action” here in our wonderful Westover Hills 


