
2nd Annual Photo Expo 

Going somewhere interesting this 
summer? Spending time with 
friends and family, or in the great 
outdoors?  Share your best photo 
with us! The theme for our 
Second Annual Photo Expo is 
“Where did you see God today?”  
The subject matter of your photo 
is completely open. You can 
choose to title your photo, or not.  
To offer an example, you could 
submit a photo of a mother duck 
and her ducklings and title it 
“Love,” or a picture of someone 
serving their community with the 
title “Serve the Lord with 
gladness!  Psalm 100:2.”  Photos 
may be submitted in  JPEG  

The Samaritan Fund 
Every year, the congregation of Westover Hills UMC gives generously to 
the Samaritan Fund through Virginia United Methodist Homes.  This 
fund provides a way for seniors who have outlived their resources to 
remain in their VUMH housing (mostly assisted living).  This year, we 
have committed at least $1500 of our mission budget to this effort.  
Thank you for your contributions to the operating budget which make 
this and so many other outreach, justice and mission efforts possible.   

format with the photographers 
name, age and contact 
information.   We will print and 
display photos at an end of the 
summer/beginning of fall 
gathering, date to be determined.  
The church will have the right to 
print, display or otherwise utilize 
photos for church-related 
purposes (please do not submit 
copyrighted material).  Photo 
expo is open to church and 
community members of all ages.  
Children are encouraged to 
participate!  Deadline for photo 
submission is August 31.  Submit 
to 
westoverhillsumc@verizon.net.   

Church Events 

• AA Meets every Tuesday at 
7p.m. 

• Choir practices each 
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. 

June 
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Chimes 

Ongoing Events 

• June 4
th

 –Trustees Meeting 

• June 10
th

 – Open Table 

• June 11
th— 

 WHP Camp 

• June 12
th— 

Seniors Lunch 

• June 18
th

 – Steam Camp        



The UMC and Human Sexuality 

Many of you were present on Sunday, May 20 as Pastor Donna shared where our denomination has been and 

is going with regard to decisions around human sexuality.  Specifically, the worldwide United Methodist 

Church has been debating two questions: 

• Will the United Methodist Church offer marriage ceremonies to same-sex couples? 

• Will the church ordain duly qualified “self-avowed practicing homosexuals”? 

The text of the sermon is too large to include in a newsletter.  Anyone who is interested in reading it may 

contact Pastor Donna for a copy.  This July, we will know exactly what legislation will be coming forward for 

the special session of General Conference that will take place in February of 2019.   Church Council is 

staying abreast of what is happening at the denominational level and will be preparing to hold listening posts 

and groups where we can discuss the matters at hand.  It will be important for us to be ready for the decisions 

that will be made next February, regardless of what they are.  To read more about the plan recommended by 

the Council of Bishops and to stay up to date concerning what is happening, we suggest accessing relevant 

articles and videos available on the vaumc.org and umc.org websites.   

Also, you are invited to read The Anatomy of Peace; Resolving the Heart of Conflict by the Arbinger 

Institute. The book is presented in story format and helps us to think about how to have peaceful, meaningful 

dialogue with others on difficult subjects.  The Young at Heart Sunday School class will be reading this book 

as their next study, beginning sometime in June.  The class meets at 9 a.m. on Sunday mornings, and all are 

invited to attend.   

As we move forward in conversation, please remember to do so prayerfully, respecting the opinions and 

personhood of each individual and all of those affected by the upcoming decisions.  Now is the time to listen, 

to seek to understand, to open our hearts and our minds to the power of God’s Spirit as we are led into God’s 

future for our denomination and our church.    

What’s New 

This summer, WHUMC will be hosting a 

variety of fun activities for children and their 

parents and caregivers.  In addition to our 

brand new summer camps and another year of 

Stay and Play’s, we are adding a Parent and 

Child movement group and a pre-ballet class 

for preschoolers.  Final scheduling is currently 

underway, but we anticipate offering this as an 

experiment on Monday afternoons during the 

month of June.  A local well-known and 

beloved dance teacher will be leading the 

classes, and there will be a fee to enroll.  If you 

know of people who might be interested, 

please direct them to our website, 

www.westoverhillsumc.org.   

MOPS 2017-18 

The Westover Hills UMC MOPS group held their 

last meeting of the MOPS year on Tuesday, May 

15th. All of us at WHUMC are so thrilled to have 

been able to provide such a welcoming space for 

these Mothers of Preschoolers!  



Pastor’s Pen 

In a few weeks, United Methodist clergy and lay delegates from across Virginia will gather in Hampton for 

Annual Conference.  I will be traveling to Hampton along with James Mays, lay delegate from WHUMC, 

and Pastors Dorothee and Caitlyn, to gather with well over two thousand other delegates and guests to 

worship, celebrate, debate, listen, talk and carry out the business of the church.  We will take with us the fifty 

hygiene kits that we prepared on Sunday, May 20.  These will be added to the kits from other churches, 

placed in large trailers and taken to a central distribution warehouse on their way to those who need them 

most.  Thank you for bringing the items to make the kits, and for assembling them! 

On Saturday evening, June 16, we will gather for a Worship Service for the Ordering of Ministry.  During 

the service, those who have been called to ministry as clergy leaders of the United Methodist Church will be 

licensed, commissioned, and ordained.  Rev. Caitlyn Bailey will be ordained that evening, having completed 

the long journey through seminary, internships and countless papers and interviews that takes many years to 

complete.  It is hard to describe the dedication, perseverance and faithfulness that is required for someone to 

reach this place in ministry.  But more than being an achievement, it is the fulfillment of Caitlyn’s response 

to God’s call upon her life to serve as a clergy leader in the church and in the world.   

Each of us is called by God and uniquely gifted for ministry.  No gift is greater than another.  It takes all 

gifts, all people, using their gifts and working together to create with God a community of God on earth.  

Ordained ministry is not “better,” but different, in that those who are ordained are charged with being the 

resident theologians in their appointment as preachers, teachers, worship leaders and administrators; to 

administer the sacraments; to order the life of the church; and to serve others in the example of Christ, 

leading others to do the same. Caitlyn does this in the context of her job at VCU where she serves as chaplain 

and associate certified educator (Association of Clinical Pastoral Education). She provides pastoral care to 

patients, families and staff members, serves on a dedicated team of chaplains who provide care and 

coordinate communication in cases involving potential organ donors and supervises and teaches pastoral 

interns working in the hospital completing their clinical pastoral education. Caitlyn also shares her gifts with 

WHUMC, preaching and leading worship, presiding at the sacraments, wedding and funerals, and teaching 

adult classes.  We are so grateful that she shares her gifts with us, on top of her very demanding role at VCU.   

We know that many of you would like to be present for Caitlyn’s ordination at Annual Conference, but we 
realize that the time and location will prohibit most from being there.  So, we will hold a reception after 
worship on Sunday, July 1 where we can gather to celebrate with her and her husband, Jamey and their son, 

Shep.  We hope you will be able to attend!    

Pastor Donna 

 “Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on 

account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to deliver them from 

the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and 

honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the 

Jebusites. 9 The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress 

them. 10 So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.”   

Exodus 3:7-10, NRSV; chosen by Pastor Caitlyn to be displayed for the conference at her ordination.   



Westover Hills Preschool Robins & Eagles Moving On Ceremony 

Robin Class Eagle Class 

At the May 7th meeting of Team 20/20, Jim Byerly and Kevin Layell of our architect HuffMorris presented their vision 
of improvements to Westover Hills United Methodist Church based on the responses to our surveys. These responses 
represent what the congregation, Ministry Teams and community see as the future needs of our church to move forward 
in spreading God’s word. Our Team became more and more excited as Jim & Kevin presented this vision to us using 
color architectural drawings with different options from which to choose.  

Working together as Team 20/20, we put together a list of what we would like to see accomplished and in what order. 
Knowing that Ministry Teams, Church Council and the congregation as a whole need to have input on what is included 
in each phase and the priority of each, we sent the list to HuffMorris to present to our general contractor, Taylor & 
Parrish , for pricing with the understanding that options and priorities could change. 

When pricing is available (scheduled for mid-June) the architect will do a presentation to Team 20/20, Ministry Teams 
and Church council for review and comments. After that, our architect will present to the entire congregation for its 
review and comments. The exact dates of these presentations have not been set as of yet, but will come shortly after the 
pricing from our general contractor is available.  

We as a Team are extremely grateful for everybody’s participation in this ongoing project – remember, the vision for 
these improvements is based on the responses to the surveys by the by all the different groups and individuals. We 
could not have undertaken this without that input. We ask that everybody continue to pray for the success of this 
project.  

 

 

Team 20/20 Update 


