
May 
Chimes 

Team 20/20 Update 
We are so excited to be meeting on 
May 7th with our architect, Huff 
Morris, to see the first draft of a 
general plan for renovating our 
church facility!  Jim Byerly of Huff 
Morris has been on numerous walk-
throughs of our facility as we 
dreamed of the possibilities before 
us.  He has pored over the results of 
the surveys you took the time to 
complete, and he has consulted with 
experts on different aspects of our 
project.  We can’t wait to see what 
God will reveal to us! 

Book Club Anyone?  

We are starting a monthly book club 
for our church and community.  In 
May, we will be reading Overcoming 
Bias by local authors Tiffany Jana and 
Matthew Freeman.  Designed to help 
us uncover our unconscious bias in the 
workplace, this quick read is also 
helpful as we strive for better 
relationships in all aspects of our lives, 
especially as we work for the healing 
of our city.  If you hope to participate, 
indicate your interest by signing up 
through the church website, or on 
weekly emails.  Once we find out who 
is interested, we will work on a day to 
get together to discuss the book.   

 

 

Once Jim brings the possibilities 
before us, we will narrow them down 
at which time our general contractor, 
Taylor Parrish, will attach dollar 
amounts to the various aspects of the 
project.  We will do our best to keep 
you informed of the progress that is 
being made.  Stay tuned!   

Team 20/20 members are:  Ray 
Christopher (chair), Leah Walder, 
Walter Etheridge, Bill and Lori 
Hummel, Walter Satterwhite and 
Pastor Donna 
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Church Events 
• May 1st –MOPS Meeting 

• May 7
th

 – Team 20/20 

• May 8th -  Seniors Lunch 

• May 9
th

  - Food Truck 

• May 15
h
 – MOPS Meeting 

• May 20
th

  - Health Kit 
Assembly 

• May 21
th

  - Church 
Council 

Ongoing Events 

AA Meets each Tuesday 

While Open Table is typically on the 
second Sunday of each month, we 
didn’t want to interfere with Mother’s 
Day plans, so we have decided not to 
hold Open Table in May. Join us in 
June. 

Open Table 

Fellowship Time 
We hope you have been enjoying 
our Sunday morning fellowship 
time that occurs after the 10a.m. 
worship service. We are so appre-
ciative to all of the families who 
have volunteered to provide 
snacks as well as set up, serve 
and clean-up. If you or your fami-
ly would like to sponsor the Sun-
day morning fellowship time, you 
can do so by signing up on the 
church website or on the bulletin 
board outside of the coffee room.  

 



Earth Day 
Thank you to our amazing children and their parents, and to Director of Ministries to Children and Youth, Adria 
Kilbreath and accompanist Jamey Bailey for an outstanding Earth Day celebration worship service on April 22nd.   

WHUMC Summer Camp 
Westover Hills UMC Summer Camps provides school – 

age children and their families a high quality learning 

environment in which each child has the opportunity to 

grow into the creative, joyful, caring, and curious per-

son they are meant to be, assured in the constancy of 

God’s Love. 

Summer Camp at WHUMC is a place where children 

can experience and grow deeper with God.  Our camps 

provide a place where campers can encounter God, en-

joy Christian hospitality and community, learn new 

things and have lots of fun! 

Sign up at www.westoverhills.org ! 

 



Welcome! 

From the Pastor 
From April 18-21, I attended the first national gathering of the Missional Wisdom Foundation in Dallas, 
Texas.  I am part of a two-year learning cohort called Launch and Lead, designed for clergy and laypeople 
who are engaging in new, non-traditional expressions of being “church.”  The conference was amazing, 
and it gave me so much hope for the future of the Church.  All around our nation followers of Christ are 
creating safe places where people are coming together to learn from one another, support each other, and 
serve their communities.  One of the presenters at the event was Elaine Heath, Dean of Duke Divinity 
School. I have heard Elaine speak three times in the past year, and each time she inspires me with her 
deep faith and devotion to the church.  One of the very simple things she said during her presentation has 
stuck in my head and in my heart.   As she talked about how the Spirit of God had moved in her life these 
past few years, she offered, “Just keep responding to what the Spirit is putting in front of you.”  This is so 
simple, and yet so profound.  First, it means that we need to be attentive to what God is doing in our 
community and in our lives.  We develop spiritual “senses” by spending time in prayer and reading 
scripture, by gathering for worship, receiving the sacraments, and even by eating together.  When we are 
in tune with the Spirit of God, each thing that we experience or person that we encounter opens the door 
to something new, inviting us to take a next step in faith and in service.   I found this to be so true while I 
was in Dallas, as the workshops I attended and the people I met were exactly the ones that I needed to 
hear from and to meet.   
I find this to be true even when I am not at a conference with like-minded Christians.  I rarely have to go 
far before I encounter someone who has something to teach me, or someone who has exactly the skills 
needed for a ministry that we are dreaming about, or someone who has an idea for how to do something 
that we had no idea how to accomplish.  I rarely have to seek out these people.  I simply have to show up, 
listen and be open to the Spirit of God.  In worship these past few weeks, we have been talking about 
taking the “next, faithful step.”  We have used this phrase before and will continue to use it as we discover 
God’s plan for our church.   If we keep showing up,  – to our neighbors, to our community, to our city, 
and especially to the marginalized –and we take the next faithful step, I am convinced that God will lay 
out the path clearly in front of us.  Of course, the other thing Elaine Heath reminded us is that God 
sometimes asks us to do things we do not want to do.  Taking the next faithful step then means that we 
must be obedient to the guidance of God’s Spirit, trusting God to meet us there.  Please join me as we 
continue to pray for the future of the Church universal, the United Methodist Church, and Westover Hills 
UMC.  I am convinced that God has plans for us that are greater than we can even imagine.  Let’s keep 
responding to what is in front of us and taking the next faithful step as we move into God’s future.   
Blessings, 
Donna 
 
“I’m sure about this: the one who started a good work in you will stay with you to complete the job by the 
day of Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 1:6 Common English Bible 
 
“Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine by his power at work within 
us;”  Ephesians 3:20  Common English Bible 



Westover Hills Elementary School & 
Westover Hills Preschool 

WHUMC is once again honoring the teachers 
and staff at Westover Hills Elementary School 
with a strawberry shortcake dessert buffet during 
Teacher Appreciation Week.  This year we 
would also like to honor the Westover Hills 
Preschool teachers in the same way! This has 
now become a tradition and has been 
enthusiastically received by the teachers and 
staff and is a wonderful way to show our 
appreciation for the work that they do in 
educating the children of our community.    

This year the date is Monday, May 7th. 

We will need pound cakes of any size 
(homemade or bought), canned whipped cream 
and strawberries.  If you are able to contribute 
any of these, please contact the church office or 
you can sign up on the church website.  Items 
may be left at the church on Sunday, May 6. 

Games Sponsor - $400 

Purchase items needed to set up the games – for a full list 
contact the church office.  

Prizes Sponsor - $300 

Buy prizes (small toys, stickers, candy, etc.) for the 
children to win at the game tables. 

Food Sponsor -$600 

• Hot Dogs 

• Hot Dog Buns 

• Hamburgers 

• Hamburger Buns 

• Condiments (Ketchup, Mustard, etc.) 

• Plates or Hamburger and Hot Dog Holders 

• Napkins 

• Chips (Variety) 

• Drinks (Water and Sodas and Capri Sun) 

• Popcorn Oil 

• Popcorn 

• Butter 

• Popcorn Bags 

• Cotton Candy 

 

 
Health Kits 

On Sunday, May 20th after worship we will gather in the 
social hall to assemble 50 health kits that will be taken to 
Annual Conference in Hampton in June, and then sent all 
over the world to people in need.  We will be collecting the 
items for the kits in the coming weeks.  Look in the weekly 
emails and at church on Sundays for ways to help!  And then 
plan to be there for this project on May 20.  It will take only a 
little bit of time to make a big difference! 

 

Helping Hands Ministry  

Helping Hands Ministry is a group of church members who 
would be willing to take a meal to anyone coming home from 
the hospital after the birth of a new baby, surgery, or an 
illness, or whenever a need is identified. If you would like to 
be a part of this wonderful ministry, you can sign up on the 
church website or on the bulletin board outside of the coffee 
room.  

Opportunities at Westover Hills Elementary School 

Have you or your business thought about sponsoring the Westover Hills Carnival?  This is the 7th Annual Carnival and 
will be held on Saturday, June 2.  It is always a fun-filled event for the school and community. 

Following is a list of areas that would welcome sponsorships.  With your donation, the school will gladly include a 
sign on the day of the event thanking you for your support. 

Photo Booth Sponsor - $800 

The school would like to purchase a photo booth 
from Astro Jump for the carnival.  The cost in-
cludes the booth, an attendant, props, and photo 
strips with 3 pictures and a logo. 

Activity Sponsors - $4175 

• Photo Booth - $850 

• Rock Star Bounce House - $225 

• 70’Vertical Obstacle Course - $750 

• Dunk Tank - $250 

• Laughing Place (Pet Zoo & 2 Pony Rides) $800 

• Face Painting & Glitter $800 

• Balloon Artist $400 

• Cotton Candy Machine $100 

If you are interested, or have more questions, 
please contact Charlotte Outland, Communities in 
Schools Coordinator,  at                                    
coutland@cisofrichmond.org, 780-5305 


