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Do you know a mom of a child/children age 

birth to 5 that is looking for a caring, supportive 

community right in their own backyard? An 

expecting or brand new mother who is feeling 

excited, exhausted, sad, elated, isolated, joyful, 

overwhelmed, thankful, anxious, confused, or 

all of the above?  

Church Events 

September 
Chimes 

• Sep 3
rd

 –Office Closed 

• Sep 8
th

 – James River Clean  
Up 

• Sep 9
th

 – Blessing of the 
Backpacks 

• Sep 10
th

 –  1st Day of 
Preschool  

• Sep 11
th

 – Gentle Yoga 
(11am)& Seniors Lunch 
(12pm) 

• Sep 12
th

 – Choir Practice 
Resumes 

• Sep 16
th 

– Fellowship Brunch 

                        Open Table 

• Sep 20
th 
—  Book Club 

Meeting 

Weekly Events 

AA Meeting (Tuesday 7pm) 

Moving in Ease (Monday 10am) 

If  you  answered  “yes”  to  any  of  these questions, then the Westover 

Hills United Methodist Church (WHUMC) Mom’s Morning could be the 

place for them!  

Regardless of age, ethnicity, background, lifestyle, or beliefs, we invite 

EVERY mother of a preschooler to join our group! The best way to get 

started is TO COME! Our first meeting of this year takes place on Tues-

day, September 18th from 10:00- 11:30 a.m.in the Fellowship Hall at 

WHUMC.  Childcare Provided! 

Mom’s Morning 

Fall Fellowship Time 
Fellowship time returns on Sunday, September 2nd! We have individuals 

signed up to host the entire month of September, to include special 

Sundays such as September 16th when the Congregational Care Team 

will be hosting brunch during coffee hour and September 23rd when Matt 

will be providing coffee and donuts from Café Zata!. Please join us for 

great food and an opportunity to reconnect with friends. We hope that 

summer has been enjoyable for all, and look forward to being together 

again! Bring your appetites! 

 



At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who then is greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven?” Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in 

the midst of them, and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are 
converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the 

kingdom of heaven. Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child 
is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever receives one little child 

like this in My name receives Me. 

Matthew 18:1-5 

James River Clean Up 
The James River Clean Up will be held on Saturday, 

September 8th from 9am – 1pm. Join us as we help to 

keep the James River beautiful and clean for wildlife and 

visitors. Sean and Stacy Ellis will be organizing the event 

this year and can be reached at tibbsstacey@gmail.com if 

you have any questions. Visit the church website to sign 

up! 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
On Sunday, September 9th, preschool and school-aged 

children are invited to bring their school backpacks or bags 

to church.  During both worship services, we will take time 

to pray for our students and their teachers as they embark 

on another school year.  Preschool families will be invited 

to participate.  Bring a friend and be doubly blessed!  

It is with joy and appreciation that we share with you that Westover Hills UMC is being recognized as a 2018 

Pinnacle Living Samaritan Award congregation. This recognition is presented to the ten local Virginia Conference 

United Methodist churches with the highest level of giving to the Samaritan Program during the most recent fiscal 

year. The Samaritan Program has been an integral part of our mission and ministry since 1948. 

The Samaritan Program provides financial support to residents of Pinnacle Living communities who have been 

blessed with by longevity and, through no fault of their own, become unable to meet the full cost of services.  

Without the support of local congregations, the Pinnacle Living mission of “Enriching Life’s Journey” could not be 

fulfilled. Thank you for your generous support of the special Samaritan Offering from Mother’s Day to Father’s Day 

and for contributions throughout the year to the  Samaritan Program.  

With Deep Appreciation, 

Martha Stokes 

Director, Church and Community Relations, Pinnacle Living (The Hermitage) 

 

 

Thank You 

Adult Education 

“Thank-You” to everyone who took the time to fill out 

our Discipleship evaluation survey.  We are currently 

examining the results and hope to have several new  

opportunities starting in October to help us grow as  

disciples in all areas.  This will be a process that will 

take a commitment of time and energy.  One year from 

now, we hope to retake this survey and show growth in 

all areas.   

One of the more difficult aspects of leading Christian 

Education is evaluating where the majority of your  

congregants are on their faith journeys.  With the      

information we gleaned from the survey, we hope to        

pinpoint and concentrate our efforts to help our friends 

and members continue on their faith journeys.   



From the Staff 
 
Jesus said, ‘let the little children come to Me, unless they are crying, in which case 

they need to leave.’ 
A few weeks ago, my husband and I went out to dinner to celebrate our 14th wedding anniversary. While 

sitting in the restaurant, I couldn’t help but overhear the conversation at the next table. They were 

complaining about children crying in church. One of the men at the table said, “back in my day, the Pastor 

would have told those mothers straight from the pulpit that they need to step out until their child was calm. 

Don’t get me wrong, I love kids, but they shouldn’t be allowed in worship if they are crying”.  He also 

mentioned not understanding why attendance was down, clearly not making the connection. Hearing him 

say that made me sad for the children and young families at his church. It also made me sad for him, 

because he has clearly missed many opportunities in his adult life to show grace and kindness to someone 

who clearly needed it.  

 

Thankfully it seems that this man’s church has stopped asking parents with crying children to leave, but in 

many churches, this still happens regularly. Churches have become more polite in how they ask. They send 

a friendly usher to let the family know that they offer “crying rooms” or “baby rooms” where parent(s) and 

baby can sit comfortably and listen to the sermon through speakers or on a TV screen. They offer rocking 

chairs and coffee for mom and dad and toys for baby. The manner in which churches ask parents to remove 

their crying children has changed, but the message is the same: you are not welcome here. It is not just the 

parents of the crying child who receive that message either: it is every family with children in worship, and 

what we fail to realize, is that every child sitting in the congregation receives that message as well.  

 

Children are not yet capable of fully understanding the scripture as it is read or the sermon as it is preached, 

but they do understand the rituals of church, such as receiving communion, singing hymns, and my kids’ 

favorite, the passing of the peace. They understand when the people at church are kind to them and when 

they are happy to see them. Most importantly, they learn to serve and show grace to others. They learn 

because they are watching. They are watching in the sanctuary and in the fellowship hall. They are 

watching in Sunday School and through all of their interactions with us as well as our interactions with 

each other.  

 

I am thankful that Westover Hills UMC shows grace and compassion for the young families in this church. 

I am grateful that my own family has been on the receiving end of that grace when we needed it the most. 

A few months ago, my 11-year-old son came home from church and excitedly told me about how a new 

mom and little boy came to church that day. My son went downstairs to Sunday School and sat with the 

boy the entire time so he wouldn’t be nervous and he promised the little boy he would do it again next 

week. I knew then that Westover Hills UMC is doing it right.  

 

The reason why we come to worship on Sundays is individual to each of us. Some come to pray, some 

come for the community and most come to hear the message. But the message we receive is just as 

important as the message we send. I hope the young families who come to worship with us continue to hear 

that they are welcome and they are loved, even when their children are crying.   

By Nicole Timms 

 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven 

belongs to such as these.”  

Matthew 19:14 

 



The last week of August 10 kids from WHUMC attended a two day music camp 

with Mr. Matt! They learned to read music, play hand chimes and ended the second 

day of camp with a trip to Baskin Robbins!! 



Would you be interested in Helping Ms. Yvette in the nursery on Sunday mornings? We are 

looking for volunteers to help out from time to time when needed. If this sounds like   

something you might enjoy, contact Adria Kilbreath at whumcyouthministry@gmail.com. 



Youth Ministry 

It is hard to believe that it’s already that time of year again… time to go back to school. With that brings 

many new beginnings and firsts for the youth of our area.  Beginning this month Westover Hills UMC will 

kick off a Youth Ministry for the first time in many years!!  We are so excited for this opportunity to ex-

plore and grow the faith of the youth in our neighborhood!!    

The youth of Westover Hills UMC will partner with the youth of Central UMC for a bimonthly gathering.  

Youth will worship together, participate in retreats, study and learn in confirmation class and with an adult 

mentor and participate in mission opportunities around the city. 

Confirmation class will take place September 2018- May 2019 for rising sixth grade students and above. 

Youth will learn about scripture, church history, United Methodist theology, and our worship practices.  

Children’s Ministry 

Children’s Sunday School Assistant Teachers Needed! 

 
Would you be willing to give 2-3 Sunday’s of service to our Children 

per quarter during the 10 am worship hour? 
 
 Make the decision to join us this year. Sign up on the Children & Youth Ministry Bulletin Board in the 

gathering area or on our website! 

 

Five reasons you should teach: 

1. The children are delightful: They will enrich your spirit, expand your horizons and grow your faith – 

you need them in your life! 

2. The lessons are compelling: We use a GREAT curriculum!  No need to be a Bible scholar!  The les-

sons will challenge YOUR thinking, give you new ways of sharing your faith, and deepen your own relation-

ship with Jesus Christ. The lesson plans and materials have been selected and provided for you – no running 

to Walgreen’s at midnight to pick up pipe cleaners for some silly craft project. (Although we do occasional-

ly use pipe cleaners!) 

3. The time commitment is finite: You commit to a specific Sunday or series of Sundays throughout the 

year, one quarter at a time. This allows teachers to have the opportunity to attend Adult Sunday School and 

worship regularly – OK not every Sunday, but regularly. 

4. The teamwork is uplifting: The community of Sunday School leaders will delight and encourage you 

and help you feel the creative energy of the Spirit. Newcomers are paired with experienced leaders – and we 

always need two leaders each Sunday to ensure the students’ and teachers’ safety. 

You promised: Every time we baptize a child we are asked: Do you, the members of the church of Jesus 

Christ, vow to guide and nurture these children by word and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging them 

to know and follow Christ and to become faithful members of his church? Being a servant leader in Sunday 

School is a terrific way to make good on this vital promise. 

 

If you would like to serve please contact Adria Kilbreath at whumcyouthministry@gmail.com or sign up on 

the website today! 

 

mailto:whumcyouthministry@gmail.com


Westover Hills Preschool held their annual ice cream 

social on Tuesday, August 28th!  

The first day of preschool is Monday, September 10th. Please pray for our Preschool Director, Michele 
Zipperer and our amazing teachers: Barbara, Laura, Natasha, Andy, Joy, Amy, Jackie & Jayne. Please 
also pray for our 62 students and their families as they begin another exciting year! 



Save the Date Marriage Enrichment Workshop 

Tuesday, October 2
nd

  

WHUMC has entered into a partnership with Lauren 

Collins, LSCW, Director of WellNest Counseling and 

Services, LLC.  Lauren was the guest speaker for a 

meeting of our MOPS group last year, and the group 

liked her so much that they asked us to engage her for 

a marriage workshop. The workshop is open to any 

married couple and will take place on six consecutive 

Tuesday evenings, beginning October 2, from 7:00 – 

8:30 p.m.  Please pass the word about the exciting 

opportunity.  The charge for the class is $250 for all 

six weeks. Lauren is able to provide documentation 

that will help many people to have this group 

experience covered by their health insurance plan. 

Please contact the church office for details.  

The Pumpkins are Coming! 

Saturday, October 6
th

  

Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 6th at 8 

a.m. when nearly 2000 pumpkins will be delivered to 

the church for our annual Pumpkin Patch sales!  We 

thank the community for its help last year and ask 

again this year.  If you are free, come and enjoy a 

morning of pumpkin slinging!  Refreshments will be 

served. 

 

Fall Festival 

Saturday, October 27  

The WHUMC annual Fall Festival will be held from 

3pm-5pm on Saturday, October 27th! 

Team 20/20 Update 

Even during this period of lazy days and vacation time, Team 20/20 has been busy working on the plans for 

the improvements to our church.  

Remember, Team 20/20 took the responses from the Ministry Teams, congregation and community and 

came up with a list of what we would like to see as part of the plan and in what order – we came up with 5 

“Groups”. The next step was on July 30, when the Team met with Architect, Jim Byerly, and the 

representative of our general contractor Taylor & Parrish, Chris Harrell, to discuss the costs of these various 

Groups of the project. They did not present us with one lump sum but broke the costs down by Group and 

then further by the different components of each Group giving us flexibility in case options and priorities 

change.  

On August 14, this same presentation was given to Church Council and was well received. After much 

discussion, we agreed that the next steps would be for this same presentation be made to the Ministry Teams 

and the entire congregation. Timing of these presentations has not been set and might not be for several 

months given how busy the church will be in early Fall.  

In the meantime, Team 20/20 is going to work with our Architect to come up with some conceptual drawings 

and other presentation materials so that the congregation and Ministry Teams will have a good idea of what 

these improvements will look like and how they will enhance our worship experience.  

If you have any questions please contact Ray Christopher or any Team 20/20 member. Members are: Donna 

Holder, Ray Christopher, Walter Satterwhite, Walter Etheridge, Bill and Lori Hummel and Leah Walder.  

Choir Rehearsal Resumes 
Our Adult choir NEEDS YOU!  We need all parts.  Please consider joining the choir starting in September.  

Regular rehearsals resume September 12th in our chapel.  Please call Matt Spangler for more information!  Hope to 

see and hear you soon! 

 


