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It’s been a busy season for our children & youth! They have 

been practicing handbells & handchimes and played for the 

Christmas Concert on December16th! They have also been 

working hard in Sunday School as well as in confirmation 

class. The youth group also had their Christmas Party and 

used that time to wrap gifts for Lucille Brown Middle School 

and they baked and decorated cookies for the local Fire 

Station!  

As if all of this wasn’t exciting enough, beginning in Febru-

ary there will be no Children’s Sunday School on the first 

Sunday of each month. This will not only give the children 

an opportunity  to experience and enjoy church in the same 

manner that the adults do, but it will also give them an op-

portunity to serve as well. Our hope for the first Sunday of 

each month is that our children and youth will serve as 

scripture readers, communion servers, and ushers. Chil-

dren can serve independently or with the help of Mom or 

Dad. More information about this amazing opportunity will 

be sent out soon.  

 

Children & Youth 

Team 20/20 
We apologize for having to postpone the congregational information meeting. We are excited to share all of 

the information that has been gathered and we will be rescheduling that meeting as soon as possible. Once a 

new date and time has been decided, we will share that information in both the Sunday bulletin and the weekly 

email.  



Thank You 

Church Council  
 2019 
The following lay persons have been elected at 
Charge Conference to lead the various ministry 
teams of WHUMC.  Thank you to all of these, and 
their team members, who give so much time, energy 
and talent to the ministries of the church!   

Church Council Chair              Carter Younger 

Church Council Secretary                 Fred Gouldin 

Lay Leader        James Mays 

Annual Conference Delegate      James Mays 

Treasurer             Walter Etheridge 

Community Engagement                             Open 

Worship            Anne Rowe 

Children’s Ministry                                        Open 

Congregational Care                  Lori Hummel  

Chair, Staff/Parish Relations Committee  

                                                          Michael Walder  

Chair, Finance Team            Ray Christopher 

Chair, Board of Trustees  Michael Timms 

Chair, Endowment Team         Miller Cole 

 
 
 

Seniors Lunch 
On Wednesday, January 16th at noon, all sen-

iors are invited to attend gentle yoga at 11:30 

a.m. and seniors lunch at 12:30 p.m. for a bag 

lunch gathering in the fellowship hall.  We will 

get together for a time of food and fellowship 

with Pastor Donna.  Beverages will be provided.    

We are so blessed here at Westover Hills to have so 

many talented and dedicated musicians!  I so appreci-

ate all who participated during our Christmas worship 

services.  I wish to personally thank all the children 

(and adults!) who played handchimes and handbells.   

It was so beautiful and the congregation simple loved 

hearing our children play.   The instrumentalist, Liam 

and Brennan Harbour, Bill and Ashby Hudson, our 

Christmas Eve soloist Annalise Grant, and last but   

certainly not last our outstanding Chancel choir.       

The Christmas Musical, Let Us Adore Him, has to be 

among my most favorite piece and I’m so proud of 

each and every person in the choir.  You may have  

noticed several faithful friends who sang with us this 

year, Pastor Donna, Pastor Dorothee, Ken Holder, Fred Gouldin, Brenda Stanley, Arianna Rose, and 

Jamey Bailey.  Thanks again to our very talented, Jamey Bailey for singing and playing the piano for us, 

also, Jamey will play for worship December 30 as I recover from a minor surgical procedure.  Happy New 

Year everyone and may it be a blessed and joyous 2019. 

Acolytes 

Three of our newest acolytes sharing a hymnal 

and singing together during worship. 



Pastor’s Pen 

 

Every year we go through this amazing ritual called making New Year’s resolutions.  We pledge to lose weight, exercise 
more, eat healthy, and/or spend more time with family and friends.  And that is certainly important.  Those New Year’s 
resolutions improve our lives physically and psychologically as we focus once again on what makes meaning in this busy 
world.  And just like goals for improving our health and our relationships, we also focus on deepen our own spirituality, on 
being closer to God.  And yes, it is important to make sure we go to church, read the bible, and continue to learn how to 
pray.  But there is more to being in relationship with God than checking off our spiritual to do list.  By engaging in spiritual 
practices, we connect deeply with God’s love and grace.  It is this love and grace that sustains us not only in the new 
year to come, but every day, always.  

Frederick Buechner puts it this way:     

The grace of God means something like: Here is your life. You might never have been, but you are because the party 
wouldn't have been complete without you. Here is the world. Beautiful and terrible things will happen. Don't be afraid. I 
am with you. Nothing can ever separate us. It's for you I created the universe. I love you. There's only one catch. Like 
any other gift, the gift of grace can be yours only if you'll reach out and take it. Maybe being able to reach out and take it 
is a gift too.  

I am glad the party includes us all.  I am glad that as we begin the new year, God is with us, not afraid to engage with us 
in this beautiful yet sometimes scary world.  Yes, God always loves us. God is always with us; in times of laughter, 
through our tears, in times of uncertainty and in times of prosperity. We are God’s always. God won’t let us go.  What an 
amazing gift.  Let’s begin anew – this year – 2019 - embraced by God’s love and grace side-by-side.  It is a gift worthy to 
be shared with all in times of joy and when life is tough, in this life and yes, in the life that is to come.  

God always with us! God’s love and grace freely available to all.  Happy New Year! Happy 2019!        

Pastor Dorothee 



Thank You 
To the members of the Westover Hills 
United Methodist Church, 

  Thank you from the bottom of our hearts 
for your generosity and giving to four 
families at Lucille Brown this Christmas! 
We are so blessed and we know our 
students and families will have a 
wonderful Christmas because of you! 
Thank You! 

We hope you have a blessed Christmas 
and New Year! Thank you for your 
support! 

Tracy Wellman (Bo Dale’s granddaughter) 
and the Lucille Brown Middle School 
Family.  

 

 

Upcoming Events 

1/1-  Office Closed 

1/7- Moving in Ease 

      Beginner Dance 

1/8-  Mom’s Morning 

        AA Meeting 

1/9-  Choir Rehearsal 

1/11- Music & Movement 

1/14- Moving in Ease 

         Beginner Dance 

1/15 -Mom’s Morning 

         AA Meeting 

 1/16– Gentle Yoga 

          Seniors Lunch 

          Choir Rehearsal 

          

 

 

 

 

1/18– Music & Movement 

1/21-  Moving in Ease 

          Beginner Dance 

1/22- Mom’s Morning 

          AA Meeting 

1/23– Choir Rehearsal 

1/25-  Music & Movement 

1/28- Moving in Ease 

      Beginner Dance 

1/29-  Mom’s Morning 

        AA Meeting 

1/30-  Choir Rehearsal 

Christmas at Preschool 
Christmas truly is the most wonderful time of year 

at Westover Hills Preschool! 


