
April Chimes 

General Conference 2019 
The Special General Conference of the United Methodist Church was held in St. Louis at the end of February.  
The One Church Plan that would have allowed space for the wide diversity of beliefs about marriage and 
ordination of persons who are LGBTQ+ did not prevail.  The Traditional Plan that upholds restrictive language 
concerning LGBTQ+ marriage and ordination and strengthens penalties for clergy and bishops who disobey 
those rules was voted into place by a narrow margin. Thank you for your attendance at the post-General 
Conference congregational meeting held in March and for your participation in the congregational survey. The 
survey was not a vote of any kind, but a preliminary measure of where our congregation is on these important 
issues that are currently facing our denomination and each congregation within it.  Some key results from the 
survey are: 
 
Just under 20% of those completing the survey are pleased with the outcome of General Conference and support 
continued restrictions regarding LGTBQ+ weddings and ordination, while 80%+ are displeased with the result 
and desire full inclusion for persons who are LGTBQ+.   
 
 
40% of those responding said that they have an LGTBQ+ person in their family.  84% indicated having a friend 
who is LGTBQ+.   
 
The Judicial Council of the UMC will meet in late April to determine the constitutionality of legislation that was 
approved at General Conference.  Even now, meetings of denominational leaders representing all views on this 
issue are meeting to try to forge a path forward where all will be able to operate with integrity.  As these events 
and information unfold, we will keep you up to date.  We will also be working to plan more times for 
conversation in our own congregation.  Thank you for your prayers and for your faithful witness and 
participation in the life of the church in this time of decision and transition. 
 

Book Club 
Book club will resume in May.  The tentative date is Thursday, May 2.  Location TBA.  Anne Rowe has agreed 
to lead the discussion on the book, The Alice Network by Kate Quinn.  The book is an epic journey of two 
courageous women in an unforgettable tale of little-known wartime glory and sacrifice.  Please let Nicole 
(Westoverhillsumc@gmail.com) and Anne (anne.rowe@verizon.net) know if you will join the group on May 
2.  Once there is a response, a location will be chosen and announced.  The sooner we know who will participate, 
the sooner we can provide definite details.  The book is excellent. 
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Team 20/20 
Thank you for joining Team 2020 and WHUMC 
leadership in forty days of prayer and discernment 
as we process the information presented by Team 
2020 at the congregational meetings in January.  
Thank you also for the wonderful questions that 
you asked in response to the presentations.  Those 
questions along with the answers were mailed to 
each church member recently.  Other questions are 
always welcome!  We anticipate more 
congregational meetings in the May/June 
timeframe as we discern how God is leading us 
forward in the care and renovation of one of our 
most wonderful ministry tools – the WHUMC 
facility.  Reach out to any team member with 
comments or questions at any time!   
Team 2020 
Anne Rowe, chair 
Walter Etheridge   
Donna Holder    
Ray Christopher 
Bill and Lori Hummel 
Leah Walder 

Sunday School 
Sunday School Lead Teachers & Assistants 
Needed! 

Teachers are given all curriculum materials that 
give specific instructions on what to “say” and 
“DO” during the lesson. A box of materials is 
prepared weekly with ready to go activities, so 
preparation time for teachers involves reading the 
lesson on your time and preparing your heart to 
serve. 

Qualifications: a friendly face, open heart and a 
loving spirit! 

Fellowship Time 
We hope you have been enjoying our Sunday 

morning fellowship time that occurs after the 

10a.m. worship service. We are so appreciative 

to all of the families who have volunteered to 

provide snacks as well as set up, serve and clean-

up. If you or your family would like to sponsor 

the Sunday morning fellowship time, you can do 

so by signing up on the church website or on the 

bulletin board outside of the coffee room.  

Health Kits 
In the coming months we will gather to assemble 50 

health kits that will be taken to Annual Conference in 

Hampton in June, and then sent all over the world to 

people in need.  We will be collecting the items for 

the kits in the coming weeks.  Look in the weekly 

emails and at church on Sundays for ways to help!  It 

will take only a little bit of time to make a big         

difference! 



Pastor’s Pen 
It is nearly Easter.  Again.  That God for that!  Though the Easter story can feel familiar to those of us who 
have celebrated it for years or decades, we are invited each time we hear the story to hear it with new ears and 
see it with new eyes.  The Easter story invites us to step out of the comfortable familiarity of what we think 
we know about the world and to open ourselves to the larger reality of God’s limitless power and boundless 
grace.  Because of Easter, we have the opportunity to move beyond narrow thinking and the comfortable 
container of our own world view and into a stance of wonder, amazement, gratitude and joy.  Easter reminds 
us that what seems to be true is not ultimately true.  On Easter morning, darkness and death give way to light 
and life!   The Easter event invites us to ask questions of ourselves and of our faith community.  What has 
died in the past year that is being given new life by the power of God?  Where are the cracks in places of 
darkness where the light of Christ is breaking through?  How can we allow the new life that God desires to 
bring about in each one of us to grow and thrive?  How will we spread the message of love and light, and 
more importantly, how will we allow the light of God’s grace to shine through us so that others might see and 
believe?   I cannot answer these questions for you or for us.  Through prayer and worship, as we are fed at the 
communion table and at the fellowship table, God will answer them for us and in us.     
 
Easter Blessings, 
Donna 
 
 
“Early in the morning on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
and saw that the stone was moved away…”  John 20:1, Common English Version 
 
 



Upcoming Events                       Ongoing Events 
4/7 11:15am- Handbell/Handchime 

                      Rehearsal 

4/14 11:45am -Youth Group 

4/17 12:00 p.m. –Senior’s Lunch 

4/21 7:30 a.m. –Easter Sunrise Service 

        10:00 a.m.– Traditional Service 

 

Monday’s 10am - Moving in Ease 

                 2:30pm– Intermediate 

                                Dance 

                 3:30pm– Beginner Dance 

Tuesday’s 10am - Mom’s Morning 

                   7pm  - AA Meeting 

Wednesday’s 7pm - Choir Rehearsal 

   Westover Hills Preschool 
   Last month Westover Hills Preschoolers enjoyed many WEATHER investigations from rain clouds to rainbows! They      

   made rain sticks, shaving cream clouds, and wind socks. Our dramatic play "WHP Weather Station" was a huge hit with   

   all of our junior meteorologists.  


