
March 
Chimes 

Lent is a season of preparation for the celebration of Easter. Lent comes from the word lencten, which means “spring.” 
The season begins on March 6 with Ash Wednesday as we confront our own mortality and confess our sin before God 
within the community of faith.  This year, we will offer two short Ash Wednesday observances of approximately 15 
minutes in length on March 6th at noon & 5:30.  Choose the one that works best for your schedule.  You may choose 
to add a “fast” to your observance of Ash Wednesday, abstaining from food for a portion of the day, or substituting a 
simple meal of bread and water for lunch or for dinner.   
 
On Sunday, March 10 (the first Sunday in Lent) special guest Randy Evans will be offering the message during 
worship.  Randy is the founder/director of Walking Tall, a ministry that exists to build interpersonal relationships with 
individuals experiencing poverty through full access, so that they may experience community through safe, and sacred 
spaces for healing. Walking Tall strives to bring awareness to the general public through an important, “shift” in the 
language used in regard to poverty and charity. They accomplish their mission and vision through living out the ideas 
of Language, Mutuality, Abundance, Radical Hospitality, and Justice. 
 
Randy lives in Wilmington, NC with his wife Marya, Great-Nephew Jaxon, and two labs Zoe, and Izzy. He moved to 
Wilmington from Raleigh, NC in the Fall of 2013. He strives to create community with the most marginalized groups 
through giving full access and offering radical hospitality. He has been featured in Cape Fear Living Magazine, Salt 
Magazine, and Duke Divinity's Faith and Leadership. He speaks around the country; including, The Wild Goose 
Festival and Missional Wisdom Foundation's National Gathering. In addition to leading Walking Tall, he also enjoys 
Yoga, Roller Coasters, Diet Mountain Dew, and Haunted Houses. 
 
For the remaining Sundays in Lent, we will be focusing on the story of Jesus in the gospel of John.  We hope you will 
be with us for these forty days of Lent as we prepare for the Easter celebration! 
 

What’s Coming in Worship 
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Communion Servers 
There will be a brief training for all communion servers on 
Sunday, March 17 after the worship service.  All who 
have signed up and any who are interested are invited to 
attend! 

Open Table 
The Mom’s Morning groups will host a St. Patrick’s 
Day dinner on March 17, so there will be no Open  
Table dinner in March.  Stay tuned for April’s event! 



Lord, Teach us to Pray 
No matter where one is on the journey of life and faith, 
there is always room to grow.  Many of us struggle with 
prayer – finding time, knowing what to say or whether 
to say anything at all.  Each of us connect with God in 
our own unique way.  Join us for a six-week book study 
using the Lord’s Prayer as a model for building a life of 
prayer.  Class will be held from 8:50 until 9:45 on 
Sundays, beginning March 10 in the lower level parent 
room.  Nursery is available for those who sign up for the 
class.  Sign up on the church website, bulletin board or 
at the visitor’s center.  Indicate whether you need a book 
or will purchase one on your own (approximately 
$7).  Pastor Donna will be leading this class. 

Team 2020 
Thank you to all who attended a Team 2020 
presentation in January.  We appreciate your comments 
and questions, and your positive response to the 
presentation.  On February 20, we met with the District 
Board of Building a Location in order to get their input.  
They were very pleased with the work that had been 
done, and encouraged us to continue the process of 
discernment and fundraising in order that we might 
recommend a specific scope for the project (number of 
phases we would recommend taking on at this time) 
with the associated financing plan.  We will be working 
on that over the next two months.  We do believe there 
may be some financing sources outside our current 
worshiping congregation and hope to put the project 
before these people to get their support.   

We recognize that this is a big decision for our 
congregation. Therefore, we encourage all of our 
members and friends to engage in forty days of prayer 
and discernment during the season of Lent.  The focus 
of prayer and discernment is larger than this project as 
you can read in Pastor Donna’s message.  But we do ask 
that this project along with the future ministry of the 
church be included in your prayers during this time.  We 
hope to be able to gather as a congregation for 
discussion again in May, and if we are being so led, to 
move toward a Church Conference vote for whatever 
portion of the project might be recommended.   

You will soon receive an email and/or mailing with a list 
of questions that were asked at the congregational 
meetings along with the answers.  As always, we hope 
you will continue to share feedback and ask questions of 
any Team 2020 member.   

Yours in Christ, 

Team 2020 

Anne Rowe Chairperson, 

Ray Christopher        Lori Hummel 

Leah Walder             Walter Etheridge  

Bill Hummel             Donna Holder 

Calling All Singers 

Now would be a great time to join the choir!  We now 

meet at 7:00 p.m. in our Social Hall.  Our rehearsals last 

approximately 90 minutes.  We would love to have you 

join us.  

A big “Thank You” to Brenda Stanley.  Brenda joined us 

for our Christmas Musical and we are so grateful that she 

has stayed on.  

We need all voice types.   Beginning March 12 we will 

begin working on our Palm/Easter Sunday music.  Special 

music rehearsals will begin at 7 pm and end at 8 pm.   Join 

us as we begin to learn new pieces.  Sit with the choir, ex-

perience what we do each week, and if you are comforta-

ble, join in!  This is a great way to see what we do and see 

how much fun we have in choir!  

Call me if you have any questions.  We Need You! 

Director of Music 

Matt Spangler 

Westover Hills Elementary 
School 

Thank you to all who donated school supplies, backpacks 

and clothing items to Westover Hills Elementary School!  

Thanks to your generosity, we have also committee $400 

to support the Westover Hills Elementary School carnival 

in the spring.  The staff and students are so appreciative of 

all you have given!   



Pastor’s Pen 
 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

Last week it rained and it rained some more.  One day as I drove to work with the frozen rain mixed with sleet hitting 
my windshield, I looked at the trees lining the highway and noticed a tinge of color at the tips of the branches, like an 
aura around the bare and seemingly lifeless sticks of wood.  The light reddish-purple hue reminded me that spring is on 
the way.  Even though the sky was gray and the air was cold, my memory of seasons past gave me confidence that soon 
the warm colors of spring would brighten our world.  In much the same way, when we begin the season of Lent on Ash 
Wednesday reminding us of our sin and mortality, with 40 days of preparation that include a retelling of the final 
events of Jesus life and death, I have deep in my mind that Easter is coming with its celebration of life that has over-
come death.  

As I think about what it is like to be in time of transition from winter to spring and through Lent to Easter, it helps me 
to put in context what we are now experiencing in the church universal and the United Methodist Church.  With one 
foot in the past and one in the future, we don’t know fully what it will look like when we finally arrive. One thing is for 
certain - the God who has been faithful in the past will most surely be faithful in the future. Where God is, there is new 
life!We have seen and experienced it before! And the best news is that God’s faithfulness is not dependent upon ours!   

When several church leaders and I attended the Richmond District training in early February our speaker, Susan Beau-
mont, talked about what it means to lead in liminal times.  According to Susan, liminality is “A quality of ambiguity 
and disorientation that occurs in transitory situations and spaces, when a person or group of people is betwixt and be-
tween something that has ended, and a new situation has not yet begun.  In many times of change, we know where we 
are going (from point A to Point B), but in liminal times, we may not know yet where Point B is, and may only know 
that when we get there.”  Susan suggested that this space of liminality requires a stance that is not typical for most of 
us.  First, we should move from a position of knowing to unknowing.  No amount of expertise will get us where we are 
going.  Things we have done or tried in the past will not “work” now in the way they once would have.  Allowing our-
selves to be curious and resisting the tendency to adopt an easy answer are important aspects of unknowing.  Susan also 
suggested we move from advocating to attending.  We are quite used to advocating for a position or person in order to 
achieve our desired outcome. The times we are experiencing now require us to simply attend to what is happening all 
around us.  Attending invites stillness and waiting, as we open ourselves fully to God, to each other and to the institu-
tion.  The final movement that Susan recommends is from striving to surrender.  We know what it is to strive for excel-
lence, to work harder to achieve and outcome.  Rather than striving, we are invited to surrender.  Surrender is not 
“giving up” but allowing our present reality to teach us instead of the other way around.  

As I am writing this, the final day of the Special General Conference is underway.  I do not know what the results of 
the Conference will be, nor how we will live out the results as a congregation serving this community in the days, 
months and years ahead. In our own congregation we are discerning the next steps in a proposal to renovate our facili-
ty.  With so many things swirling around us in this season, I ask that all of us engage in 40 days of prayer and discern-
ment during the season of Lent.  During these 40 days, please pray and draw closer to God in whatever ways work best 
for you.  For some it will mean simply being still in the presence of God.  For others it might mean choosing a gospel 
to read devotionally during this time.  Still others might try journaling or fasting from social media for the entire 40 
days or from food for a half or whole day.  At the end of these 40 days, as the sun rises on the risen Lord, it is my hope 
and prayer that we will be able to see more clearly the vision that God has for us.   

Yes, these are challenging times.  But I trust in the God who turns winter to spring year after year.  I trust Jesus who 
traveled the path of suffering and death, whose final word is life and love.  And I trust that the Spirit of God will con-
tinue to move among us as God continues to make all things new.   

Blessings, 

Donna 

“Now, may the God of peace himself cause you to be completely dedicated to him; and may your spirit, soul, and body 
be kept intact and blameless at our Lord Jesus Christ’s coming. The one who is calling you is faithful and will do this.”   

I Thessalonians 5:23-24  Common English version 



3/3  11:15- General Conference Wrap 

                  Up 

       11:15am- Handbell/Handchime 

                      Rehearsal 

       11:30am -Youth Group 

3/6  12 & 5:30pm Ash Wednesday 

                              Observance      

3/10 Daylight Savings Time 

3/17  11:15- General Conference Wrap 

                     Up 

       11:15am- Handbell/Handchime 

                       Rehearsal 

       11:30am -Youth Group 

Upcoming Events   Ongoing Events 

Monday’s 10am - Moving in Ease 

                 2:30pm– Intermediate 

                                Dance 

                 3:30pm– Beginner Dance 

Tuesday’s 10am - Mom’s Morning 

                   7pm  - AA Meeting 

Wednesday’s 7pm - Choir Rehearsal 

 

Sunday School 

Lead Teachers & 

Assistants Needed! 
Teachers are given all curriculum mate-

rials that give specific instructions on 

what to “say” and “DO” during the les-

son. A box of materials is prepared 

weekly with ready to go activities, so 

preparation time for teachers involves 

reading the lesson on your time and pre-

paring your heart to serve. 

Qualifications: a friendly face, open 

heart and a loving spirit! 

Serve either as the Lead or Assistant 

Teacher.  Sign up to serve one Sunday 

or several! 

Westover Hills Preschool 
The preschool theme for the month of February was community Helpers! Preschool rooms were transformed in a Doc-

tor's Office., a Forest Ranger's Station , Post Office, a Veterinary Clinic and more! Church member Lindsay Smith was 

a guest speaker and shared what it is like to be a nurse. Nicole Timms also spoke to the preschool about her time as a 

veterinary technician! 

We Did It! 
A huge thank you to all for helping us to recycle 55 pounds of    
batteries! Please keep them coming! 


