
Music Class with Mr. Matt! 
All Children and Adults are Invited! 

Handchime Workshop – August 19 & 20 from 3 to 4 pm 

Handbell Workshop – August 21 & 22 from 3 to 4 pm 

For those who are just starting out or just enjoy playing 

handchimes we will offer a two day workshop that will 

include music theory, handchime ringing technique, 

rhythm, etc…  This class is for those who are 7 years old 

and up.  If your child is younger but has taken piano or 

other music classes please call me and we can discuss 

their involvement.  With ringing, it is all about motor 

skills and hand/eye coordination.  We will conclude our 

workshop with a trip to Basking Robins for ice cream! 

Our handbell workshop will include advanced music 

theory, handbell ringing techniques, handbell care, 

rhythm games, and new this year, Boom Whackers!   

The biggest difference between handbells and 

handchimes is that there are new techniques and 

different sounds that we can achieve.  We will conclude 

our workshop with a trip to Basking Robins for ice 

cream! 

Call or email the church office to register! 
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Join us on Sundays as we explore the story of Joseph 

and his family, from his brothers’ treachery, to Joseph’s 

rise to power in Egypt, and finally to an emotional     

family reunion and reconciliation.  Maybe we even find 

ourselves somewhere in this story of God’s faithfulness 

in the midst of human frailty. Summer is hot, so come to 

worship wearing whatever is comfortable.  Just come! 

 

On Sunday, July 7th music during worship will be pro-

vided by the recently formed music sensation, the “7/7 

Band.”  You may see some familiar faces, but you have 

never seen them in action like this!   

 

Summer Sermon Series 

7/7 Band 

Open Table Community 

Dinner 
Please join us at from 5:30 until 7 p.m. on Sunday, 

July 14 for a potluck dinner and presentation by 

Elizabeth Redford, co-founder and director of The 

Next Move Program.  No RSVP required. Just bring 

something to share (it doesn’t have to be home-cooked 

or fancy!) and join the conversation! 

 Please keep the family of Claudia Hawley Watkins in your prayers. Claudia passed away on Wednesday, June 12th.  



 

SPARC Summer Camp 

We are pleased to announce that SPARC will once again be renting space at the church for 

three weeks of camp.  We are so pleased with the partnership we have formed with SPARC 
and encourage everyone to tell friends and neighbors about this day-camp opportunity for 
children.   If you would like more information about the various programs that SPARC of-

fers, you can visit their website at www.sparconline.org.  

Stay & Play Returns! 

3rd Annual Summer Photo Expo  

Going somewhere interesting this summer?  Spending time with 

friends and family, or in the great outdoors?  Share your best 

photo with us!  The theme for our Third Annual Photo Expo is 

“Look at what the Lord has Made”. The subject matter of your 

photo is completely open.  You can choose to title your photo, 

or not.  To offer an example, you could submit a photo of a 

mother duck and her ducklings and title it “Love,” or a picture 

of someone serving their community with the title “Serve the 

Lord with gladness!  Psalm 100:2.”  

Photos may be submitted in JPEG format with the 

photographers name, age and contact information.   We will print and display photos at an end of the summer/

beginning of fall gathering, date to be determined.  The church will have the right to print, display or otherwise 

utilize photos for church-related purposes (please do not submit copyrighted material).  Photo expo is open to 

church and community members of all ages.  Children are encouraged to participate!  Deadline for photo 

submission is August 31.  Submit to westoverhillsumc@gmail.com.    

Happy 100th Birthday to Iva 

Mae “Grumpy” Purdy 

 



Pastor’s Pen 

 

Widening the Circle 

As I end my ninth year as pastor of Westover Hills UMC, I am reflecting on all of the wonderful people and 

amazing things we have done together.  Thanks to a shared vision that God is calling us to create opportunities 

for relationship where none existed before, we have built so much together, with the help of God.  A preschool, 

vibrant Mom’s Morning ministry, a youth group, expanded participation of children in worship, dance classes 

for little ones, a parking lot, a renovated tot lot, a landscaping makeover, the ordinations of Rev. Caitlin and 

Rev. Dorothee.  When I stop to think of it all, I am filled to overflowing with joy! 

Tomorrow, I will leave for Annual Conference in Roanoke.  Annual Conferences across the denomination have 

been gathering in recent weeks to do the business of the church, part of which includes the election of delegates 

to General Conference 2020. While the denomination is moving toward separation into two Wesleyan expres-

sions, results of voting in Annual Conferences so far leads me to believe that the conversation about separation 

will include a nearly equal number of voices of those who are pleased with the results of General Conference 

2019 and those who are not.  

As these movements continue at the denominational level, we will certainly keep working actively to insure 

that WHUMC remains open and inclusive to all people.  Our recently convened Inclusivity Team will be lead-

ing the way as we plan educational and conversational opportunities, and ultimately plan concrete actions to 

move toward greater inclusion. 

At the same time, we have been presented with an incredible opportunity, and at just the right time.  God seems 

to work that way when people are open to the leading of the Spirit!  What began as a simple conversation last 

year has blossomed into a potential partnership with The Next Move Program as they pursue their dream of 

opening a community gathering space and educational program for young adults with differing abilities.  

Things are going to be moving quickly for the next few months.  We will have multiple opportunities to hear 

from the leaders of The Next Move before making a formal decision to partner with them.  This partnership 

will be the catalyst, both in finances and in energy, that we need for our upcoming renovation.  There is much 

more to say that is best shared in person.  So please make every effort to attend worship, community meetings, 

and other events as they are announced.  And please do what you do best in offering warm WHUMC hospitali-

ty to the leaders and clients of The Next Move and their families.   

Blessings, 

Donna 

 

 “I know the plans I have in mind for you, declares the Lord; they are plans for peace, not disaster, to give you 

a future filled with hope.”  Jeremiah 29:11 Common English translation 



Gather & Grow 

 July 2—Parent’s Morning Out  

              Stay & Play 

              Beginner & Intermediate Dance Class 

July 3—Office closes at 1 p.m. 

July 4—Office Closed 

July 9—Parent’s Morning Out  

              Stay & Play 

              Beginner & Intermediate Dance Class 

              AA Meeting 

July 10—Raising World Changers 

July 11—Parenting with Love & Logic & VBS 

July 14—Open Table– Guest Speaker Elizabeth Redford 

July 16—Parent’s Morning Out  

              Stay & Play 

               

Beginner & Intermediate Dance Class 

              AA Meeting 

July 17—Raising World Changers 

July 18—Parenting with Love & Logic & VBS 

July 23—Parent’s Morning Out  

              Stay & Play 

              Beginner & Intermediate Dance Class 

              AA Meeting 

July 24—Raising World Changers 

July 25—Parenting with Love & Logic & VBS 

July 30—Parent’s Morning Out  

              Stay & Play 

              Beginner & Intermediate Dance Class 

              AA Meeting 

July 31—Raising World Changers 

 

Inclusivity Team 
On Wednesday, June 12, the Inclusivity Team met for the first time to begin their work of making WHUMC a more wel-

coming and inclusive community.  Team members are:  Gail Cunningham, Denise Hamilton, Jason Harbour, Margaret 

Hill, Earl Nunnally, Kate Spangler, Vicky Steinruck and Pastor Donna.  We look forward to engaging the congregation 

in conversation, learning and concrete action to make WHUMC a place that is welcoming to all. 

This summer join us on Thursday nights for Gather & Grow.  Each Thursday evening we will gather in the Fellowship 
Hall for a potluck dinner and then split into groups for an hour of Adult and Children’s activities. 

Our adult group will focus on parenting using the resource Parenting with Love & Logic.  This resource helps develop 
strong parenting techniques and strategies.  The Love and Logic approach to parenting is built around the science of 
crafting caring and respectful relationships.  An authentic, loving connection between parents and their children is the 
root of a healthy, thriving relationship built on trust and understanding.  This approach will provide a variety of simple 
and effective strategies for parenting children from birth to adulthood.  Whether you are embarking on parenting for the 
first time with your new baby or navigating the turbulent teens you’re your child these strategies and techniques will 
help you create calm and loving solutions.    

Children will engage in a group  of their own!  Our youngest participants will be cared for in the Nursery.  Preschool 
age children and older will engage in many activities such as singing, dancing, crafts, games and hearing a Bible story 
of the day.    

When: Thursday’s 5pm – 7pm 

Dates: July 11, 18, 25 

                August 1, 8, 15 

5pm – 6pm  Family Potluck 

6pm – 7pm Adult & Children Specific Groups 

Open to families of all ages! 

Nursery available for our youngest participants. 

Registration: $40.00 per family 


