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Renovation 2020

“I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your
God is with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9 NRSV
When Moses and his successor, Joshua, led the people of God from slavery in Egypt through the wilderness and
into the promised land, there were many times that the people wavered and doubted. But God’s word to them
was consistent – “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid. For I am with you.” Stepping out into new
territory can be frightening. But God goes with us and even before us! Let us follow in faith, knowing that God
does not lead God’s children into doom or darkness, but to goodness and light.
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The Vision Becomes Reality

In the late 1940s and 1950s, our parents and grandparents laid the foundation for the growth and
expression of faith in this community that would reach far beyond our walls. For decades, they
served with generous hearts and a vision for the future, building a facility that has enabled ministry
in the neighborhood, city and world. Within these walls, we have baptized our children, encouraged
our youth, and challenged all ages to live out their faith in loving service to our neighbors. WHUMC
has been a home for youth choirs and arts ministries for young women finding their way. We have
welcomed hundreds at fellowship meals and Sunday School classes, men’s breakfasts and funeral
receptions. WHUMC has hosted recovery groups and Parent’s Morning Out programs. More
recently, we have become a home to dozens of families through the Westover Hills Preschool. Soon,
we will become the home of Tablespoons Bakery, through our partnership with The Next Move
Program, providing job and life skills training to countless young adults with disabilities in the years
to come. In all of this, we provide a place for people to meet, to grow and to work together for
positive change in our community and world.

A Few of Our Outreach Ministries:
Westover Hills Preschool
Mom's Morning
Parents Morning Out
Open Table
Adult Sunday School
Children's Sunday School
Children's Dance Classes
Youth Group
Children's Handbells/Handchimes
Children's Liturgical Dance
Greater Richmond Children's Choir
SPARC summer camps
Support for Westover Hills
Elementary School

2020 Renovation Plan
Approximate Cost: $1,150,000
• Expand and completely refurbish the kitchen area into a fully functional commercial kitchen for
our own use and for use as the production space for Tablespoons Bakery. We envision this space
will be used by other ministry partners as well as small businesses or entrepreneurs. We receive
rental income from these partners, and can join them in their good works!
• Replace existing one-person men’s room and dated women’s room with larger, fully accessible
restrooms on main and upper floors.
• Install new flooring, ceiling tile and LED lighting in Fellowship Hall, corridors, offices and nurseries.
Finish and paint interior walls in these spaces. Replace remaining windows and doors (those not
upgraded during 2014 renovation) in these areas.
• Replace HVAC in renovated areas (kitchen, fellowship hall, restrooms, chapel, corridors) with
energy efficient systems.
• Create glass main entranceway and gathering area with exterior patio providing level accessibility
from parking lot to sanctuary entrance.
• Chapel Refresh—replace pews with flexible seating; install new ceiling, lights, flooring; (this will
occur prior to the larger renovation, so that we can use this space while the fellowship hall is under
renovation).

WHUMC Needs Your Support!
A total campaign goal of over $1 Million is ambitious! That is why every gift, no matter how large, is
important. The good news is that we have already received many pledges, grants and gifts - a total of
over $580,000 so far!
The Stepping Out in Faith Capital Campaign will run from February 23, 2020 until February 28, 2023.
We ask each WHUMC member and friend to make a 3-year commitment that can be offered annually,
monthly, weekly, or in a single gift. There are so many ways to give:
Gifts of cash
Gifts of stock or other securities
A direct gift from retirement or other investments (this can be particularly helpful for those who
must take a Required Minimum Distribution each year).
Note: Another important way to ensure the long-term ministry success of WHUMC is to remember the
church with a gift in your will and estate planning.
In addition to a 3-year commitment, we are asking that each person or family make an initial gift on or
prior to February 23. Our “First Sunday” goal is $150,000. The good news is that we received over
$50,000 even before the official beginning of the campaign!

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
February 2020 – attend a gathering at the home
of one of your neighbors to learn more about the
project and what is being asked of each of us.
Dates and locations coming soon.
February 16, 2020 – make your 3-year capital
campaign commitment by completing the
enclosed form and returning it during worship or
in the mail prior to that date.
Commitments can also be made online through
the church website www.westoverhillsumc.com.
February 23, 2020 – make your initial Stepping
Out in Faith gift, so that we can reach our First
Sunday goal of $150,000.
Every Day – Pray for our community, for our
congregation, for The Next Move and for all of the
ministries of WHUMC!

